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President’s Column
Somehow, another two months of this amazing year have passed in the blink of an
eye. Somehow, it's October 21st (deadline day again!), and here I am sat at my iPad
with lots of BIALL ‘stuff’ churning around in my head.
It has been a busy couple of months; I have attended two BIALL committee meetings –
the Conference Committee and Supplier Liaison Group meetings. I had also planned to
virtually attend the Professional Development Committee meeting, but work
commitments meant that I was not able to get away (I really am sorry Jackie et al., but
I promise to make the next one if possible). I have also sent and received a lot of
emails, talked with some people in person, and yet more on the phone and via
GoToMeeting. I am finding this to be a very useful tool for BIALL work. There is more to
BIALL than meets the eye.

Karen Palmer

I was honoured to be invited to the 150th Anniversary event held at Lincoln’s Inn at the
start of October to celebrate 150 years of the Incorporated Council of Law Reporting,
and Lord Neuberger gave a keynote address on the 15 significant cases that have
been published as a collection to mark this event. The ICLR also announced a bursary
they are now funding to support pupils doing publicly funded work on the minimum
pupil award. This brought to mind Jo, who was awarded the BIALL bursary earlier in the
summer. I hope your studies are going well, and I look forward to hearing more about
your studies in due course. It was also lovely to see and chat with all the other BIALL
members who had also been invited to this wonderful evening.
By the time this newsletter is published the Council meeting on Thursday 5th
November will have happened – last week I discussed the agenda with the Hon
Secretary, and we have a lot to get through! Items to be discussed include the
proposed new surveys, with both of the BIALL Working Groups (investigating the
proposals for a new BIALL Commercial Law Libraries Survey, and also a Skills
Framework for Benchmarking) submitting reports. Also on the agenda is the BIALL logo
– investigations were being made into new stationery, and I thought this was a good
opportunity to make sure that we have one consistent logo being used on all platforms
and for all events run by BIALL.
I would also like to take this opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to all the BIALL members
who have supported their fellow librarians in the library at the Inner Temple over the
last couple of months, both via the online petition and also through the various social
media campaigns. There have been a number of instances recently which have
brought into focus the difficulties of being a law librarian in the current economic
situation, but I have always been heartened by the support and help that we give each
other. Sandra Smythe, the President Elect, has written a blog post detailing the ways
that BIALL is able to support the membership, and in case you missed it, a copy of the
letter BIALL sent regarding Inner Temple Library can also be found via a blog post from
me.
I also mentioned the Salary Survey in the last newsletter, and this has now been
published and the results are available to members via the website (login required).
Karen Palmer
BIALL President
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The Role of Immediate Past President
It’s not a big role and after the exciting privilege of the Presidential year that’s probably
just as well! Apart from what you’d expect, handing over the role to your successor,
acting as mentor for a short while as needed and then “getting out of the way”, as one
former President of a sister organisation described it to me, there are also things to do.
The Immediate Past President (IPP) is responsible for nominations – i.e. making sure
at least one name is put forward for the Officers’ roles when the time comes, that we
have the right number of Council members and that volunteers are fairly shared
between the various committees. So, if I contact you about any of these you’ll know
why. (Oops, shouldn’t have said that! Everyone will now be on their guard…)
In addition, the IPP may have projects which either weren’t able to be completed in the
previous year or perhaps were intended but didn’t get started. For me, that’s the
document management system which I’d like to see implemented for BIALL, as it
would help make all our lives easier and would allow us to adopt more consistent ways
of working. Linked to that is the future use of the BIALL archives, which are these days
housed at IALS and managed for us by a qualified archivist.
Marianne Barber

Finally, I’m a member of Council for one final year and contribute to the deliberations
of the Officers at Council meetings and via email and phone conferences in between.
I can act as a sounding board for the President and what else I’m not sure yet because
the year has only just begun. On a personal level, it’s great to be able to keep up my
friendships within BIALL, having left the world of law librarianship in September, and
also to be of some service to the association.
If you would like to put your name forward for a BIALL committee or other role, or
would just like to know more at this stage about what’s involved, please do get in
touch. My email contact is on the Council page of the website.
Marianne Barber,
IPP
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Legislation – always playing catch up?
Paul Magrath, Head of Product Development
and Online Content, ICLR
When the Incorporated Council of Law Reporting (ICLR) was set up in 1865 its Objects
of Association included the publication, not only of case law, but also statutes. As ICLR
celebrates 150 years of providing reliable, accurate reporting of legal information, Paul
Magrath looks at how its approach to legislation has changed, and the unending task
of keeping it up to date.
People think of the common law as something always evolving, the fittest rules being
replicated through case by case mutation to adapt themselves to new and different
circumstances. Well, statute law is also evolving in its way. Existing provisions are
always being amended by later ones. For case law, we can use the Cases Judicially
Considered section of our printed Consolidated Index (aka the Red Index), or check the
Citator+ facility on ICLR Online, to see whether the status of a precedent has been
affected. Has it been reversed by a higher court, or overruled in a later case? Or is it
still good law, affirmed on appeal, and applied elsewhere?

Paul Magrath

Likewise, if we need to check whether a section in a statute is still in force as enacted,
or has been amended or repealed, we could use a printed Table of Effects, or consult a
consolidated edition such as Halsbury’s Statutes. Until comparatively recently, however,
the only online platforms capable of providing a fully consolidated service were
securely – and expensively – behind a paywall. The official printed publications by
HMSO (now TSO), and until recently an authorised version published by ICLR, only
contained the statutes in their original un-amended form. You had to use a table of
effects to jigsaw together the amended version.
The launch of the Statute Law Database in 2006 was a (long overdue), revolution in
the provision of free public legal information. It managed to get the current statutes
(those still wholly or partially in force since 1991), online quite quickly, but the task of
incorporating all the subsequent repeals and amendments was slow and cumbersome.
Until recently, editors could incorporate up to 10,000 amendments each year, but the
government would produce 15,000 new ones in the same period! It was like painting
the Forth Bridge with a toothbrush.
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Legislation – always playing catch up?
- continued
It was only after the service was taken over by the National Archives in 2010, and
relaunched as www.legislation.gov.uk under a team of editors and developers led by
John Sheridan, that the service was able to even approach the goal of maintaining an
up to date edition of the Statute Book.
Over the summer I spent some time learning how this process is done and actually
carried out some of the amendments myself. It was fascinating. Instead of
approaching the task of consolidation as a single process involving the research and
incorporation of each amendment in turn from start to finish, the new system
developed by John Sheridan’s team now divides the task into two separate processes.
The first process involves capturing from each new or later piece of legislation all the
effects it may have on earlier legislation. All these effects are fed into a database.
The second process involves taking each Act in turn, and accessing the database to
export a table of effects for that statute. These can then be quickly incorporated all in
one go, even if there are successive amendments creating a series of different
versions over time. This means it is possible to display the version of a statute as it
existed at different points in time (a feature which has been in place since the days of
the SLD but which did not often have the data in place to support it).
The second process is much easier, and can be performed by editors after a relatively
short training.
In my case, I spent three days at the National Archives in its idyllic landscaped grounds
near Kew Gardens, under the tutelage of Clare Allison, Expert Participation Manager,
who masterminded the development of the new editorial system. By the middle of the
second day, I was able to undertake amendments by myself. The statutes allocated to
me would have a list of amendments to be carried out for particular points in time.
The actual editing is done in XML using an editor called Xmetal, which is similar to the
Arbortext editor we use for XML editing at ICLR. The text to be inserted or substituted
can be copied and pasted from an amending document. Each amendment is
accompanied by a footnote indicating its source and date. The whole thing is really not
that complicated. But you will be relieved to know that each amendment is checked by
another, more senior editor, just to make sure!
In case you wondered, the statutes for whose amendments (or some of them), I can be
held personally liable were the Hovercraft Act 1968, the Coinage Act 1971 and the
Protection of Wrecks Act 1973. It is very satisfying to see the last of these, at least,
displayed on legislation.gov with a green banner announcing that “There are currently
no known outstanding effects” to it. These green banners are increasingly replacing
the pink warnings of outstanding effects not yet incorporated.
The reason why I was so interested to engage with this process at first hand was that
in July this year (a beta version was on display at this year’s BIALL conference in June),
ICLR launched its legislation service, using the National Archives’ API (application
programming interface), – which they welcomed us doing, it being part of their remit to
provide open data for reuse by publishers such as ICLR. You can now search and
retrieve statutes and statutory instruments within ICLR Online. We know that users are
anxious about the up-to-datedness of the statutes on legislation.gov.uk and we want to
reassure users that the process of painting that Forth Bridge is now being conducted
with a great big paintbrush, and the National Archives expect to complete the job by
the end of the year. So watch this space, as it were, and look out for more
developments on ICLR Online in the New Year.
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News from Standing Committees
Conference Committee
The Conference Committee met on 12 October to discuss the Dublin Call for Papers
submissions and other aspects of next year’s Conference. The response to the Call for
Papers was excellent and has provided plenty of ideas and session suggestions for the
programme co-ordinators, Julie Christmas and Tracey Dennis.
As the planning process progresses and speakers are confirmed, further details will be
posted on the website, BIALL list and blog and Twitter #BIALL2016.
Thank you to everyone who completed the Brighton Conference feedback
questionnaire. Wherever possible your feedback and suggestions have been taken into
account to help with the smooth running of next year’s conference. Evelyn Webster of
Pinsent Masons is the winner of the delegates’ feedback prize draw.
The Finance sub-committee is scheduled to meet at the end of November to agree the
2016 delegate rates. We aim to make the conference as affordable as possible to
enable as many of our members as possible to attend.
Catherine Bowl
Catherine Bowl
Chair

Professional Development Committee
We have been looking forward to two courses this Autumn: Legal Foundations with
the University of Westminster (started in October), and Foreign and International
Law which was held on 18 November at IALS in London.
The BIALL Autumn Social Evening was held at Finch's on Friday 20 November.
We are grateful to Legalinx-7Side for sponsoring this event.
Our next committee meeting was held on Friday 20 November and we are busy
planning courses for 2016.
Jackie Hanes
Chair

Jackie Hanes
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News from Standing Committees - continued
PR and Promotions Committee
Events
In October, BIALL exhibited at Internet Librarian International (#ILI2015) at Olympia.
Allie Lustigman (PR Committee), and Hon. Secretary Lillian Stevenson attended on
behalf of BIALL, fielding queries from conference delegates about BIALL on a range of
topics, including asking for speakers on law librarianship at universities and how to join
BIALL.
The BIALL-CLSIG-SLA Europe Graduate Open Day is provisionally in the diary for
Wednesday 7th April 2016. CLSIG will be organising the event itself but BIALL will be
supplying two speakers for the day. More information will follow in due course.

BIALLers and BIALL in the news
Anneli Sarkanen

I’ve not included “BIALLers in the news” section for little while so below is a round-up
of some articles written by BIALL members since May that we've spotted.
l

Sandra Smythe and myself were featured in the 23 Librarians England blog.

l

Law Society Library: information station article in the Law Society Gazette in July
2015 featured Michael Maher.

l

Kristie Jelfs joining the BIALL Web Committee was covered by IOM Today in July
2015.

l

Sam Wiggins shared his favourite websites in Freepint in August 2015.

l

Karen Palmer’s article on using web links in litigation that was in the BIALL blog
was featured in the Charlotte Law School blog post on links they love (August
2015).

l

My article on getting the best from GOV.UK was in Internet Newsletter for Lawyers
in September 2015.

l

A number of LIM articles were referred to in footnotes in a Law Commission
consultation on law in Wales.

BIALL videos
By the time the Newsletter is published, more BIALL videos should be underway. If you
missed it, there was a “behind the scenes” blog post about the videos. Very interesting
read if you want to know more about how the first one was put together or if you want
information about getting involved.

Social media
Just a reminder, BIALL has a presence on the following social media platforms: if
you’ve not found us there already: LinkedIn (818 members), Facebook (105 members)
and Twitter (1,189 followers).
Anneli Sarkanen
Chair, PR & Promotions Committee
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News from Standing Committees
Awards and Bursaries Committee
Hello from the Awards and Bursaries Committee.
There’s not much to report from ABC this time, we are all very grateful that our quiet
period coincides with the busy period at work! I’d just like to remind BIALL members
that they can apply for a bursary for funding to attend any work-related course or
conference. Here is the link if you are thinking of applying:
http://www.biall.org.uk/pages/bursaries-to-attend-other-job-related-courses.html.
To help whet your appetite, Erin Gow reports on her experiences at the International
Association of Law Librarians Conference in Berlin in September later in this
Newsletter.

Lisa Davies

Lisa Davies
Chair

Web Committee
By the time you read this we will have had our next meeting, which includes the annual
website review meeting with Fat Beehive. This is now our only face to face meeting of
the year as we do the rest of our meetings by GoToMeeting, it is also our chance to sit
down with the company who do our website and talk through any issues we are having
or any new technology they have developed which may be of use to our website. It is
always a useful meeting - once we find their offices, which could have been even more
“interesting” as they have now moved, just as I was getting used to their previous
location!
Maria Robertson
Chair

Maria Robertson

New Legal KM Group
At the November BIALL Council meeting it was agreed that it would be positive to hold
an informal discussion at the beginning of 2016 to investigate the potential creation of
a Legal KM-specific group. Many members of BIALL have the word ‘knowledge’ in their
job titles, and there are probably many KM specialists who are not members but
whose interests overlap with those of BIALL. Thinking here is very much in its infancy,
but what is apparent is that BIALL wants to assist individuals who may be working
within a more KM specific role.
Items to be discussed include:

John Beaumont
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l

What does such a group want to achieve?

l

What is required?

l

Do we want to collaborate with vendors?

l

Are we looking to attract non-BIALL members?

l

Are requirements already covered within BIALL or elsewhere?

Those interested in attending a lunchtime session or with thoughts on the group
should contact Jon Beaumont at (jon.beaumont@shearman.com).

News from Standing Committees - continued
Supplier Liaison Group
So in this edition, I have 3 questions for you, one invitation and one notice. Here we go!
Q1: Do you have a specific initiative or issue that you would like this committee to
focus on? Something which you think would have relevance for BIALL members
generally?
Over the last couple of months, we've continued to provide advocacy, support and
information to BIALL members on supplier relationships and liaison. We are more
than happy for you to contact us about any supplier topic or issue, so please feel
free to continue sharing your creative ideas or your frustrations – don't suffer in
silence! However, as well as individual situations, we'd also love to know if there is
a theme or topic that you think it would be really beneficial for SLG to look at.
Q2: To the academic community: do you have an interest in getting involved in a
regular dialogue with JISC?
We have been talking to JISC and there are some potentially exciting ideas that
could be shared for your benefit.
Sophie Thompson

Q3: Which topics would you like us to cover at next year's Supplier Liaison Forum?
We are starting to plan for this and would like to make this a structured dialogue,
covering topics or themes for BIALL members and Suppliers. (I know, I know…this
question is a bit similar to Q1,so I'm kind of cheating by asking you twice!)
And so to the invitation: do come and join this group! Not a problem if you're based
outside of London as the magic of technology enables us to connect up easily (although
I think Karen Palmer did have to help us out last time?….thank you Karen!)
Finally, I'm really pleased to let you know that Emma
Manuell has stepped up to become our new Vice-Chair –
welcome and thank you Emma!
Sophie Thompson
Chair
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Recent Additions to
the BIALL How do I wiki?
By Anneli Sarkanen
The How do I? wiki - is a collection of useful answers to common and unusual research
questions. Many are answers to questions posted on the Lis-Law or BIALL email
distribution list so if you do post a question, summarising the results afterwards can
help build the wiki and help share information between us. The wiki is an excellent place
to look if you are stuck on an enquiry or simply don’t know where to start looking.
The wiki is maintained by the PR & Promotions Committee but any BIALL member can
edit the wiki by requesting access which can be done from the wiki homepage. You can
also suggest pages or changes to content by contacting any one of the PR Committee or
by using the Contact the Owner link at the bottom of every page.
The wiki is easy to navigate by browsing broad subject headings (Legislation, Company
Information, European Union etc.) or by using the A-Z index. There is also a search
facility in the top right corner of the home screen.
Anneli Sarkanen

New or updated pages

Old DTI material - This page was set up a long time ago to record details of accessing
old DTI publications as well as generally old Command Papers and other official
publications. The title is slightly misleading and perhaps needs to be updated to reflect
the wider coverage of the page – although due to the way links work in PBWorks,
changing the title of a page is not as simple as it seems!
The page had not been updated since the Department for Business, Innovation &
Skills (BIS) moved over to the GOV.UK platform. It has recently been updated to show
the new link to publications (retaining the old link if useful for use with the Wayback
Machine), and also a link has been added to the Official Papers blog that was recently
advertised on the lists. The comments on the page are pretty useful too.
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How do I wiki? - continued
Scottish cases – Following a recent blog post from the Scottish Law Librarians Group,
this page has been updated with a link about certain historic law reports now available
on BAILII. These include Morison's Dictionary (together with Brown's Supplement), plus
Hailes and Elchies law reports.

(Brief) Statistics!
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Over the past two months, the wiki has received around 1,000 visitors – this is a
decrease of about 12% on the two months prior, and a decrease of 39% on the same
period the previous year. Whilst I'm not sure on why there is this decrease, the general
figures of users is quite healthy so I am not too concerned.

A summary of IALL in Berlin
I was thrilled to be the recipient of a BIALL bursary to attend the 2015 International
Association of Law Libraries (IALL), conference in Berlin. The topic of this year’s course was
“Within and in between: German legal tradition in times of internationalization and
beyond”. As the librarian responsible for a specialist European collection at our law library,
I hoped that this conference would help to expand my knowledge of civil law systems, the
German legal system, and provide additional insight into the EU as seen from a different
member state. All of my hopes were met, and I learned a great deal more into the bargain!

Erin Gow

The programme provided more than enough new ideas, information, and faces to be
inspiring. Some of the academic sessions presented new historical research into topics
such as the Nuremberg Trials or women’s rights in family law, while others introduced
specific aspects of the German legal system, such as the Mediation committee of the
Bundestag and Bundesrat. A wide spectrum of German law was covered during the course
of the conference, with sessions ranging from criminology to real property within a single
day. The impact of German history on present-day law was highlighted in several sessions,
and formed the basis of a fascinating talk tracing the history of real property law in a
reunified Germany. This talk, along with several others, also highlighted the role libraries
play in preserving the history of German law. Many sessions also emphasised the role
libraries play in providing access to current legal materials, and addressed topics related to
thoroughly modern concepts, such as the role of legal blogs in German legal research and
communication. Other sessions considered the effect of laws on libraries themselves, such
as a session covering the impact of copyright law on cultural institutions in Germany, or a
discussion of UN guidance on library accessibility for persons with disabilities.

The conference venue itself, at the Berlin
State Library, was an ideal location for both the
sessions and as a base for exploring the city. We were lucky
enough to be able to take a tour of the building, seeing both their beautiful
reading rooms and extensive staff areas where there is space for storing and
maintaining the library’s vast collection. A tour of the German Bundesrat on the first day
was equally fascinating, providing insight into the unique German system for incorporating
the governments of federal states into the national Parliament.
After the thought-provoking academic sessions and tours it was a real pleasure to have the
chance to talk more informally with law librarians from all over the world during regular
breaks each day. It seems that no matter how different our home institutions may be, we
all face many of the same challenges and highlights in our daily work.
Erin Gow,
EU & Government Publications Librarian from Middle Temple Library
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From Runymede to Auckland
Tim Barlow reports on the NZLLA annual conference
As a new Member of the BIALL Council, I was delighted to be offered the chance to
attend the 2015 annual conference of the New Zealand Law Librarians’ Association,
held in Auckland in September. I felt at home as soon as I arrived in the “city of sails”.
It’s not unlike a British port, and has a rich maritime culture; if you have a passion for
things nautical, as I do, it’s a treat - there are busy cargo docks, thousands of yachts, a
Maritime Museum, and passenger ferries shuttling tourists and commuters across the
huge natural harbour.
The conference was held in a smart modern venue at Auckland University of
Technology (AUT), near to the city centre. Within a few seconds of arriving on campus I
received a warm welcome from NZLLA President Anne Paton, who showed me around
and introduced me to many of the delegates and speakers.

Tim Barlow

The conference was ingeniously entitled “Magna Data – from Magna Carta to Big
Data”. The quality of the speakers throughout was excellent; they included two judges,
a Dean, two QCs, several Professors of Law and New Zealand's Chief Parliamentary
Counsel. The content was so rich and varied that I can only relay brief samples here.
About eighty delegates attended, representing around a third of the NZLLA
membership.

The conference had an absorbing legal history slant, particularly on the first day.
I began to feel even more at home as the speakers guided us back through eight
hundred years of English legal history and along the banks of the Thames to thirteenthcentury Runymede. Professor Charles Rickett, Dean of Law at AUT, made the first
presentation and won over his audience immediately by saying of his legal career: “the
most important people I have worked with have been the law librarians. I am awed to
be here.” His theme was “The enduring value of books to the law - a teacher's
perspective; or, can lawyering survive the digital age?"
Into this theme he weaved entertaining anecdotes about his student days at Oxford
and subsequent life in law. The law is an art, he said, not a science. There are few
definite answers in law; it is "an ongoing discourse about ideas and morality". The legal
materials in our libraries are “a record of great minds struggling with philosophical
questions.” The worst kind of lawyer believes that the aim of legal practice is to find
definite, existing answers to a particular problem, and conversely, the best lawyers
know that the law is not “out there” as a set of unchangeable solutions waiting to be
found; it is flexible and ever-changing. Existing laws can be wrong and can be
challenged. If lawyers simply apply the law as it is decreed by government, they risk
becoming instruments of state oppression.
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From Runymede to Auckland - continued
The law is really about ideas, Rickett said, and the enduring value of law books and
libraries is that they hold ideas, not just information. The Magna Carta formalised ideas
such as the supremacy of law over the monarchy and the right to a fair trial, ideas so
powerful that they are still being discussed at meetings like this, on the other side of the
world, eight centuries later.
Law Librarians, Rickett concluded, are the guardians
of one of mankind’s great achievements: the
construction and recording of the body of the law.
The next speaker, Dr Gayle Morris, described how new
technologies, easy access to information and changes
to working patterns are leading to a re-think of the
very purpose of a university education. It is no longer
sufficient to focus on knowledge and skills, she said;
learning for the future of work is becoming more
about cultivating “ways of being”. By way of
illustration, she recounted how the global consultancy
firm Ernst and Young is scrapping academic
requirements during their trainee recruitment
process, focussing instead on performance-based
assessments. Who we are, and what we are able to
do, is becoming accepted as a better guide to
potential performance than what we know.
Auditorium
Dr Michael Bondesio, a Director and the Copyright Officer at AUT, spoke of the possible
top three inventions of all time: the wheel, the printing press and the internet. He linked
copyright to the Magna Carta and argued that “it’s a myth that copyright law has as its
primary goal the stimulation of creative activities. Rather, it primarily protects and
preserves rights.”
Magna Carta was then described as "a matter of very little note in 1215" by the next
speaker, Professor David V. Williams, who reminded us that it was annulled by the Pope,
at King John's own request, within three months of its sealing. We learned the fascinating
history of the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi - the “Maori Magna Carta” – which celebrates its
own 175th anniversary this year.
David Noble, New Zealand's Chief Parliamentary Counsel, described how public access to
the law - a "cornerstone of democracy” – has developed. Magna Carta was originally
written in Latin on Vellum (calf skin, washed, stretched and dried), and only a few copies
were made. It was not published widely until 1508, after the emergence of Caxton’s
printing press. In 1534 it was published in English for the first time, over three centuries
after its sealing at Runymede – all a far cry from the increasing flow of digital legal
resources from today's government websites.
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Judge David Harvey then gave us a
fascinating account of print regulation in
the early days of the printing press in
England, based on his beautifullyentitled book The Law Emprynted and
Englysshed: The Printing Press as an
Agent of Change in Law and Legal
Culture 1475-1642. His talk touched on
censorship issues from 1534, when the
purchase of a foreign book was a
criminal offence in England, to this
year's controversial banning by the New
Zealand authorities of Ted Dawes' young
adult novel Into the River.

From Runymede to Auckland - continued
Friday’s sessions brought us back to the 21st century, a world of such rapid
technological advance that, for example, ninety per cent of all data was created in the
last two years, and lawyers and law librarians are likely to be partly or wholly replaced
by computers and artificial intelligence. We learned of the latest advances in e-books,
big data and developments from familiar global suppliers such as Lexis, Thomson
Reuters, Kluwer and Justis.
Senior Lecturer Mary-Rose Russell gave sound advice on the theme of "Putting the "re"
back into Research." She said we should develop "a position of cynicism, a disposition
to disbelieve". Do not rely on Archimedes-style "eureka moments" when you think you
have found the answer; always try to find something else to substantiate your brilliant
discovery. Even the most official-looking databases and websites can be erroneous.
Judge Arthur Tompkins gave us a fascinating account of the history of libraries as
targets of deliberate destruction during conflict over the ages, beginning with the Fall
of Ninevah in 612 BC, when the great library created by the Assyrian King
Ashurbanipal was deliberately destroyed by a fire which, paradoxically, preserved many
of its clay tablets. We learned of the Defenestration (my favourite word of the
conference) of Prague, the Battle of White Mountain and the Pope's plundering of the
Bibliotheca Palatina. We shuddered at the torching of Belgium's magnificent Louvain
library by the German army during the First World War and again during the Second as
a "lesson to the vanquished". The trend continues today with the attempts of the
“Islamic State” to obliterate records of other cultures. These acts of destruction
illustrate the importance and power of libraries as repositories of cultural identity and back to Professor Rickett's opening session - ideas which are strong enough to
undermine political regimes.
I don't have the space to cover all of the sessions, but hopefully the above gives a
flavour of an excellent couple of days. The conference as a whole was entertaining,
thought-provoking and a reminder of the purpose and fascination of our profession.
Twelve thousand miles is a long way to travel for a conference but it was well worth it.
Thank you NZLLA and BIALL for making the trip possible, and special thanks to Anne
Paton, Kirsten McChesney, Stephanie Carr and Tracey Thomas for their help, company
and hospitality.
Tim Barlow
Head of Legal Information Services
Stephenson Harwood LLP
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A Day in the Life
My day starts very early as I am on the 7am commuter train from Brighton. I don’t mind
the long journey too much; I can settle down with a coffee and indulge in some serious
daydreaming and snoozing! Or if I am really feeling awake I will read my book. Once I get
to London it's a short and surprisingly relaxing walk to Russell Square and I really like it
around here. There is a bit of a holiday atmosphere and the park is always busy with
students and dog-walkers and tourists on their way to the British Museum.
IALS is a listed building, designed by Sir Denys Lasdun, and with its brutalist architecture it
really stands out on Russell Square. The library itself covers five floors and is a national
and international resource for legal research. It holds over 300,000 legal texts and the
collections of foreign and international law are the most extensive in the UK. The
collections concentrate primarily on common law, civil law and Roman-Dutch law systems
throughout the world and include material in western European languages for all
jurisdictions for comparative and general reference purposes. I am a Senior Library
Assistant in the serials department and have been working here for approximately 18
months.
Helen Gaterell

The first thing I do when I get to work is join my colleagues with the shelving. This can take
anything from 5 to 40 minutes depending on the time of year and the workload of our
students! Then I’ll get a coffee and slice of toast from the staff room and check my diary
to see where I need to be. There is no such thing as a typical day at IALS because we have
a rota system for the enquiry desk and our popular Document Supply Service. Today, I am
scheduled to do departmental work in the morning and an enquiry desk session in the
afternoon.
My inbox is usually full of enquiries from publishers and subscription agents from across
the world. Today it is particularly busy because I have recently sent out all of my monthly
claims emails. Using Millennium, I generate a report that shows whether issues are late or
missing and I need to query these with the relevant supplier. With a huge number of
subscriptions to manage, the serials department is staffed by two full-time Senior Library
Assistants and a Graduate Trainee.
Once I have finished answering my emails and updating the check-in cards with relevant
information concerning our subscriptions, I can focus on some of the other areas that I am
responsible for. At the moment, I am in the middle of preparing a large batch of loose
issues to go to the bookbinders. This is quite a lengthy process, which involves identifying
complete volumes, taking them off the shelves, updating the catalogue, preparing
instructions to the binders and other associated paperwork, bundling and boxing them up
and sending them on their way.
By this time I’m starving and it’s lunch-time. I like to have a stroll around Russell Square if
the weather is fine and there are plenty of nice places to get food. A favourite of IALS staff
is the farmers market outside Birkbeck College or the cabbie’s café for a perfect bacon
and egg sandwich.
After lunch I need to start my shift on the enquiry desk. This is one of the most interesting
parts of my job because I get to meet our library users and get involved in helping them
with their research. It is particularly busy on the enquiry desk at this time of year because
it is the start of term. For many of the students, the IALS library will be their first
experience of using a reference library and, with our own bespoke classification system, it
takes a lot of getting used to! We will spend the rest of the year getting to know these
students well, and seeing most of them on a daily basis.
I will spend the rest of the afternoon on the enquiry desk and then it’s back into the chaos
of rush hour and I can get back to my book.
Helen Gaterell
Senior Library Assistant, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
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Editors

New Members
SARAH WHEELER
Lincoln’s Inn Library
Lincoln's Inn
London
WC2A 3TN
Tel: 020 7242 4371
Email:
sarah.wheeler@lincolnsinn.org.uk

CAROLINE MOSLEY
No 5 Chambers
Fountain Court
Steelhouse Lane
Birmingham
B4 6DR
T: 0121 606 0500
Email: CarolineM@no5.com

DENISE WATKINS
Hill Hofstetter Limited
Trigen House
Central Boulevard,
Blythe Valley Park,
Solihull,
B90 8AB
Tel: 0121 210 6000
Mobile 07973 307671
Email: dwatkins@hillhofstetter.com
ANGELS CODINA
Herbert Smith Freehills LLP
Exchange House
Primrose Street
London
EC2A 2EG
Tel: 020 7466 3317
Email: Angels.Codina@hsf.com

The following new members were approved by
Council at the meeting on 5 November 2015:
Personal members:
Catherine Coupland
LAC Group, Oxford
Agnieszka Dyzma
Kaplan Law School, London
Monika Gasiorowska
Kaplan Law School, London
Nicole Haziza
Hurrion & Associates, Bermuda
Rob Hodgson
City Law School, London
Kiron Joshi
Veale Wasbrough Vizards LLP, Bristol
Deirdre McGuinness
William Fry Solicitors, Dublin
Neasa McHale
Mason Hayes & Curran, Dublin
Roia McHugh
Squire Patton Boggs, Manchester
Lara Musto
Legal Aid Board, Dublin
Simon Paknadel
Akin Gump LLP, London

JENNIFER McBRIDE
Kingsley Napley LLP
Knights Quarter
14 St John's Lane
London
EC1M 4AJ
Tel: 020 7369 3818
Email:
jmcbride@kingsleynapley.co.uk

Daniel Rudd
Latham & Watkins LLP, London
Alexandra Woinowsky-Krieger
WilmerHale, London
Felicity Staveley-Taylor
Bodleian Law Library, Oxford

Institutional members:
CB Resourcing Ltd
London

Acknowledgements

Megarry House, 119 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1PP
Phone: 020 7242 6471
Fax: 020 7831 5247
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http://www.iclr.co.uk
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