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I hope you all had a relaxing Easter break. The weather certainly did improve for a
few days, although towards the end of April (and as I am writing this) we have the
much anticipated April showers!
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The next BIALL Conference takes place in June in beautiful Harrogate. Yorkshire is
one of my favourite counties and there are such a variety of things to do and places
to see, particularly in Harrogate, as Gillian Watt's Conference Committee article
shows.
We say a fond farewell to Barbara Zolynski, who retired in April 2014. She has had a
very interesting career, as her 'Library Routes' article indicates. Also, congratulations
to Amy Hanley on winning The Alex McVitty Memorial Award.
Furthermore, I would like to give my thanks to ICLR as the sponsor for this
newsletter. Daniel Hoadley's article on 'Who owns the copyright in a judgment?' is a
particularly useful piece.
I will look forward to meeting some of you in Harrogate!
Sarah Godwin
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President’s Column
I can’t quite believe this is my last President’s column. Since last June, when I took up
the position, the time has flown by, but I would like to think that however short the time
period might have seemed, it has not been wasted. Both Council and myself have been
involved in numerous projects and I’ll be providing a fuller report at the Annual General
Meeting held at the Annual Study Conference in Harrogate. However, here is a quick
recap of the projects we have worked on recently, for those of you who just can’t wait
until June.
On the subject of time flying by, the first thing I’d like to do in this column is to send a
special happy birthday message to a favoured online friend. I speak, of course, of the
BIALL ‘How Do I ?’ wiki, originally set up and maintained by the PR&P Committee, which
is five years old in June. So, many happy returns dear Wiki, and congratulations to
everyone who has been involved with the project and has helped keep it going over this
past half-decade.
Just in case you aren’t yet aware of the wiki, it is a resource that anyone can use to find
answers to frequently-asked and often tricky-to-answer questions relating to legal or
business research. It is a really valuable resource and I encourage anyone who has not
used it before to give it a try. Furthermore, even if you are familiar with it, you may want
to take this opportunity to add some of your welcome expertise.
Jas Breslin

Talking of expertise, we are now in the final stages of applying for government funding to
support the two BIALL representative librarians who will travel to Sierra Leone to provide
management advice and skills training to some of the West African country’s
organisations. I am very pleased to announce that the representatives are Thomas
Cookson and Samantha Sergeant. You will be glad to hear that both say that they are
very excited to be involved in this BIALL pro bono project.
Meanwhile, under the guidance of Olwyn Mitchell, Richard Grove, and Alden Bowers, we
will once again be launching our all-important annual BIALL Salary Survey in early June.
Thanks go to this small team who stepped forward to take on this project, which used to
be run by the Membership Services Committee. Please do take part in the survey once
the announcement is made by e-mail that the survey is live. It is strictly anonymous and
it provides some very useful information for those going into salary negotiations.
Also, the more professionals that complete the survey, the more valuable it is. The survey
will run for a month through June, and analysis will be done by a professional statistician
employed by BIALL to ensure anonymity and confidentiality.
Last but not least, the Annual Study Conference preparations are now in full swing.
Thanks to the very hard work of the Conference Committee we already have a cracking
preliminary programme lined up. I’d like to take this opportunity to urge you all to attend
all or part of the conference in Harrogate. It promises to be a special event with some
interesting topics covered by well-known and competent presenters, and let us not forget
the intriguingly named ‘Saturday Kitchen’ finale (don’t forget your spoons!). Unfortunately
the deadline for applications for bursaries has now closed, but there are plenty of tools
on our website to help you make a business case to your employer about why you should
attend – go to the section on ‘making your case’ here.
Finally, I’d like to take the opportunity to say a very big thank you to all my colleagues on
council, and all committee members, for your hard work and the time you’ve given to
ensure that the association runs smoothly and can carry out its functions effectively –
your efforts are truly appreciated. Picking out two from a great bunch, I’d like to thank
James Mullan – our Immediate Past President – for showing me the ropes, while I’d also
like to thank Marianne Barber – our incoming President – on whom I have relied on for
support, encouragement, and expertise.
See you in Harrogate!
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Jas Breslin
BIALL President

BIALL Honorary Secretary’s Report
The latest Council meeting took place on April 4th, at which the Committee budgets
were approved. Other matters discussed at the meeting were strategy planning, of
which you will hear more at the AGM, and proposed changes to the Constitution and
Regulations, which will be voted on at the AGM.

New members
The following new members were approved at the April Council meeting:

Personal

Angela Donaldson

Katie Carter, Bodleian Law Library
Anne Coles, Mishcon de Reya
Joan Colvin, Dublin Business School
Louise Galligan, DPP
John Miller, Globalethics.net
Robert Murphy, Lewis Silkin LLP
Stephen Reid, The Bar Library, Belfast
Farah Wise, UK Supreme Court
Denise Watkins, Freelance

Institutional
University of Roehampton

Nominations 2014-2015
One nomination was received per Council vacancy, and so the following people will be
confirmed in their respective roles at the AGM in June:
President – Marianne Barber
President Elect – Karen Palmer
Honorary Treasurer – Julie Ferris
Council Member – Lillian Stevenson
In accordance with BIALL’s Standing Orders, the electoral addresses of all the
nominees are included in this newsletter.

Marianne Barber
(President)
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I have been a member of BIALL for 16 years and in that time served on three
committees, chaired the Web Committee and SCOSAF, guest-edited an issue of LIM
and completed two terms on Council. The first BIALL conference I attended was in
1998, in Portsmouth (“Books, Bytes and Boats”) and since then I have only missed two
– Cork and Manchester.
As an executive manager at the University of Law I am no stranger to strategy planning,
SMART objectives and service marketing. I think it is important for Council and BIALL
officers to look ahead and see where the association should be heading. We also need
to operate efficiently and this includes harnessing new technology and encouraging
people to try new ways of doing things. I believe BIALL has a duty to support its
members into, or back into, work and to provide opportunities for professional
development. To do this you, the membership, need to be involved and active.
We should make sure BIALL’s voice continues to be heard and our standards are
recognised. We also have a place in the wider world, offering our expertise and pooling
our collective knowledge. So, expect plans and projects and plenty of engagement!

BIALL Honorary Secretary’s Report - continued
Karen Palmer
(President Elect)

Librarianship is a profession, and I am a Fellow and Chartered member of CILIP, but as
a professional working in a law firm for the last 20 years I have also been a member of
BIALL, the association that specifically represents this sector, providing valuable
support to its members.
BIALL relies on members volunteering their time, and after many years of attending
events, I finally took the plunge and volunteered for a committee in 2010. Very soon
after joining the Web Committee I became Vice Chair (there weren’t enough other
people to hide behind), and this year I have chaired the committee. I have worked on a
number of projects for BIALL over the last four years, and I have learned many new
skills. I have also been blessed by the support of a great committee.
This year I have been fortunate to work closely with two people whose enthusiasm and
passion for BIALL is infectious – Jas and Marianne. They are an outstanding
presidential team, and I would like to take this opportunity to continue to work with
them. Therefore I submit my name for the post of President Elect of BIALL.

Julie Ferris
(Honorary Treasurer)

I have been a member of BIALL for 15 years and during that time have served on two
committees and the Working Group on Legal Information Literacy. I have also attended
several annual conferences and am a regular attendee at professional development
and social events.
As the current treasurer I’m standing for re-election because I believe that continuity is
important in this unglamorous but vital role. BIALL was already in good financial
shape when I took over in 2012 so we have been able to keep membership fees,
conference prices and other charges down, and maintain a healthy budget for
conference bursaries. This is a trend I intend to continue. Whilst I may be conservative
(with a small ‘c’!) when it comes to spending money, I’m very much open to considering
other ways in which we can help and support members in economically difficult times.

Lillian Stevenson
(Council Member)

My career started with a degree in law from Sheffield University with two years spent at
Birmingham University, followed by a year volunteering in public libraries in Wales and
a postgraduate year at the College of Librarianship Wales. Real work followed as part
of a team at Norton Rose in London, Manchester Polytechnic as Law Librarian,
indexing for Legal Information Resources and then as Law Librarian at Aberystwyth
University (now also Academic Services Manager).
I have been involved with BIALL since my early days at Norton Rose and helped
organise the first Manchester conference in the 1980s. Two years ago I was elected to
Council and have attended most of their meetings and participate in decision making
on a wide range of issues. It is important to have members from different sectors on
council and committees and I particularly value this aspect of working for BIALL and
feel I have a positive contribution to make. As well as being a Council member, I have
liaison responsibilities, currently for Legal Information Management and for the
Publications Committee and I help maintain the BIALL mailing list. I would hope to
continue in these or similar roles.

Annual General Meeting – Friday 13th June 2014
The agenda and paper for the AGM, including the reports of Council and Standing
Committees, are available on the Members’ Only pages of the website – click on About
Us and then on AGM Documents. Any member may raise business at the AGM but must
give written notice of its nature to the Secretary at least two weeks in advance – so you
have until midday on Friday 30th May to let me know of any items for the agenda. Any
member may raise business under Any Other Business at the discretion of the President
(the chair of the meeting).
Angela Donaldson
BIALL Honorary Secretary
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Council Officers & Members
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President
Jas Breslin
Morrison & Foerster (UK) LLP
CityPoint
One Ropemaker Street
London EC2Y 9AW
Tel: +44 (0)20 7920 4018
Email: jbreslin@mofo.com

Council Member
Richard Grove
Prenax Limited
Chapel Mill
29 Tamworth Road
Hertford
SG13 7DD
Tel:- 01992 510920 or 07932 101 045
Email: richard.grove@prenax.co.uk

President Elect
Marianne Barber
The University of Law
Christleton Hall
Pepper Street
Christleton
Chester CH3 7AB
Tel: +44 (0)1483 216422
marianne.barber@law.ac.uk

Council Member
David Percik
BPP Professional Education
137 Stamford Street
London
SE1 9NN
Tel: +44 (0)20 7633 4395
DavidPercik@bpp.com

Immediate Past President
James Mullan
Field Fisher Waterhouse LLP
35 Vine Street
London
EC3N 2PX
Tel: 020 7861 4222
Email: james.mullan@ffw.com

Council Member
Nicola Sales
Clifford Whitworth Library
University of Salford
Salford
Manchester
M5 4WT
Tel: +44 (0)161 295 6649
N.Sales@salford.ac.uk

Honorary Treasurer
Julie Ferris
Allen & Overy LLP
One Bishops Square
London
E1 6AD
Tel: +44 (0)20 3088 2998
Email: julie.ferris@allenovery.com

Council Member
Sandra Smythe
Mishcon de Reya Solicitors
Summit House
12 Red Lion Square
London
WC1R 4QD
Tel: +44 (0)20 7440 7462
sandra.smythe@mishcon.com

Honorary Secretary
Angela Donaldson
Nottingham Trent University
The Boots Library
Goldsmith Street
Nottingham
NG1 5LS
angela.donaldson@ntu.ac.uk

Council Member
Lillian Stevenson
Llyfrgell Hugh Owen Library
Prifysgol Aberystwyth University
Ceredigion
SY23 3DZ
Tel: +44 (0)1970 621514
E-mail: lis@aber.ac.uk

News from Standing Committees Conference Committee
Come and join us in Happy Harrogate!
Harrogate was declared the happiest town in the UK last year according to research.
The Conference Committee were keen to try it out, and we’d love to see you there!
So what does Harrogate have to offer?

Pubs and bars:
There are lots of bars to choose from, such as the Slug and Lettuce, Blues Bar and
Banyan Bar.
The Old Bell Tavern at the foot of Montpellier Hill is a traditional pub serving a decent
beer selection.
Near the Pump Rooms, Hales has Victorian décor and several real ales.
A few more suggestions to keep your interest can be found here.

Turkish Baths:
Clear your head and enjoy the energising Turkish Baths and a large range of
treatments too.

Valley Gardens:
Gillian Watt
If you need a breath of fresh air, Valley Gardens offers 250 acres of landscaped garden
and woodland, trails and pathways. It is a beautiful spot.

Art:
The Art and Yorkshire exhibition is worth a visit at the Mercer Art Gallery. You might
just see Catherine McArdle there since Atkinson Grimshaw, her favourite artist, is
exhibiting, as well as Turner and Hockney.
Head over to the Royal Pump Room Museum to take in “Static Style and a Fashionable
Town”.

Tea and cakes:
According to the Great British Bucket List, most Britons would like to have tea at
Betty’s before they die. Well, you might just want to pop along! Betty’s is an institution
famous for indulgent cakes and afternoon tea. We can recommend Café Tartuffo on
the Old Bath Road, Sugar Therapy on Station Parade and, for a Scandanavia twist, try
Baltzersen's. It would be rude not try them all out, just for comparison you understand!

Shopping:
The Victoria Shopping Centre is the place to go to find high street stores.
Interested in antiques and collectables? Have a look at the Antiques Centre on Leeds
Road.
Montpellier Quarter – once you’re finished in Betty’s tearooms wander down
Montpellier Hill and explore the shopping for fashion, gifts, health and beauty.
Westminster Arcade feels very traditional and offers little independent shops to
explore.
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News from Standing Committees - continued
Further afield:
Knaresborough is very pretty and makes a lovely day out, as Catherine McArdle tells
me. Mother Shipton’s cave is worth a look and there are great walks along the river.
Ripley and the Castle - catch a bus from Harrogate to Ripley. Admission to the castle is
by guided tour only. The Library boasts a great tale as ‘Trooper' Jane Ingilby held Oliver
Cromwell at gunpoint there
Ripon boasts a 7th century cathedral, canal, marina and various walks too.
Please enquire at the Tourist Information Centre for more suggestions on local places
and further information.

Future Visits Sport:
Fans of the Tour De France may be popping back to Harrogate as they host the only
Velo-Go Go Fan Park outside of London at the beginning of July. Good fun, big screen,
food stands and bars with a festival atmosphere.
There will be plenty of information on twitter #BIALL2014, Biall facebook page, the
blog and the website.
Gillian Watt
Chair, Conference Committee

Awards and Bursaries Committee
It’s the run up to the Annual Conference in Harrogate and the busiest time of year for
the Awards and Bursaries Committee. As you can imagine, we are busy collating your
award nominations and organising meetings with various judging panels. ABC
administers the Legal Journals Award, Lexis Library Awards, Wildy BIALL Law Librarian
of the Year Award and the Wallace Breem Memorial Award, the winners of which will be
announced at Conference. Thank you to everyone who took the time to nominate, we
couldn’t do it without you.
We are also pleased to have received so many bursary applications this year; it seems
you are all very eager to go to Harrogate. I am sure this is a reflection on the quality of
speakers and the range of sessions planned and absolutely nothing to do with the
thought of cream tea at Betty’s. The message that Institutional members of BIALL are
now also eligible to apply for bursaries seems to be spreading, which is great.

Lisa Davies

We are thrilled to announce that the Kluwer Law International Bursary has been
awarded to Susanne Mysen from law firm Wiersholm AS in Oslo. Susanne’s photo will
be displayed on the BIALL stand (along with the other bursary recipients) so do look
out for her and say hello as she is thrilled to be attending. Many thanks indeed to
Kluwer for their continued support in sponsoring an overseas librarian to attend our
Conference.
And thank you also to the City Legal Information Group and to Thomson Reuters who
also very generously sponsor bursaries, the recipients of which will be announced
shortly.
Lisa Davies
Chair, Awards & Bursaries Committee
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News from Standing Committees - continued
PR & Promotions Committee
BIALL - CLSIG - SLA Europe Graduate Open Day
The Graduate Open Day took place on Thursday 10th April. We had 32 attendees on the
day, slightly less than the 38 CLSIG managed last year, but more than double the 15
BIALL achieved when we re-launched the day in 2011, so the day has gone from strength
to strength. We had eight speakers from a variety of backgrounds and initial feedback
from the attendees was very positive, with two blog posts about the day appearing as early
as the following morning. The day included visits to the Wiener Library for the Study of
Holocaust and Genocide and to the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies. Afterwards, most
attendees and some speakers joined Sandra and Ian in the College Arms on Store Street.

Twitter
The BIALL Twitter account now has 863 followers, compared to 822 in February, which in
turn was 20 up on December’s figure, and saw lots of positive tweets about the Graduate
Open Day. Remember you can follow BIALL or contact us via @biall_uk.

Committee news
Ian Hunter

We distributed a press release on the Conference in April and tweeted about this.
Our publicity efforts even resulted in a mention for the Conference in Legal Technology
Insider, and even by the French association, Juriconnexion:
Conférence 2014 de l'association soeur britannique la BIALL : l'annonce en français sur la
liste Juriconnexion.
The next meeting will be in July 2014, with new Chair Anneli Sarkanen.
Would you like to join PR&P? As well as administering the Wiki and the BIALL Twitter
account, we prepare and distribute press releases, cultivate links with journalists and
exhibit at conferences on BIALL’s behalf. If this sounds like you please contact Ian or
Anneli.
Ian Hunter
Chair, PR & Promotions Committee
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News from Standing Committees - continued
Strategy & Finance Committee
One of the responsibilities of the President Elect is to chair the SCOSAF (Standing
Committee on Strategy and Finance), which is made up of the chairs of the various
BIALL committees. As well as a brief meeting at the annual conference, we get
together twice a year, the most recent being towards the end of February. In this
meeting, the budgets for each of the committees were discussed prior to Council
approval. Hence not a lot to report, other than what appears in the AGM papers. This
year the committee chairs attending the BIALL conference should be conspicuous by
their badges and they will be on hand to assist new delegates and make them feel at
home. So, if that is you, be sure to pick them out and ply them with questions. They
won’t be on the hunt for talent (promise) but they will be able to tell you about what
their committees do if you ask them.
Marianne Barber

Marianne Barber
Chair, Strategy and Finance Committee

Publications Committee
Newsletter Sponsorship
Interest in sponsorship for the Newsletter since the Committee’s announcement has
been wonderful and we thank all individuals and organisations for their enquiries. We
are pleased to announce that sponsors for the next six editions have been confirmed
and hopefully this will provide our members with interesting and relevant information.
Individually, thank you to ICLR who are sponsoring this edition of the Newsletter.
The last meeting of the Publications Committee took place at the Institute of Advanced
Legal Studies on Friday 16th May.
Jon Beaumont
Chair, Publications Committee
Jon Beaumont

Web Committee
Our last meeting was held by teleconference on 13th March, and it was very useful as
both Jas and Marianne were also able to join us. In addition to discussing the website,
we also discussed the other channels that BIALL use, including the BIALL Blog, Flickr,
Twitter and … Facebook! So, hands up, how many of you knew we have a Facebook
page? If you are on Facebook, why not pop over and join the group? While the BIALL
Facebook page does contain BIALL updates, members going to the Conference can
also use this page to arrange to meet up with friends and fellow delegates for dinner or
drinks, pre-conference or post conference. Betty’s anyone?
Missing from the list above is the BIALL e-mail Forum hosted by JISCMail. Last year we
had three lovely new list managers take over the management of the list - Lisa
Hawksworth, Lisa Peters and Lillian Stevenson. More recently they have been keeping
list members updated on the issues affecting anyone who uses a Yahoo e-mail address
to subscribe to the list, but please do contact them if you have any questions or
problems - biall-request@jiscmail.ac.uk.
The next meeting (by teleconference) will be in May.
Karen Palmer
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Karen Palmer
Chair, Web Committee

News from Standing Committees - continued
Professional Development Committee
We have recently run several successful social events for BIALL members. I very much
enjoyed the Spring Social at the Master Gunner. It was lovely to see so many people
there and I wasn’t expecting actual fish and chips as part of a buffet so well done to
the Master Gunner team for putting on such an excellent spread for us. Also, thank you
to ICLR who sponsored the event and also provided everybody with a free goody bag.
John Evans was also on top form as our quiz master at the annual quiz night at the
Pendral’s Oak and your support helped us to raise £638 for each of our chosen
charities: Cogwheel Trust International and Wallace Breem. The generous support of
Prenax and Wildy & Sons allowed us to host the event and raise money for these two
deserving charities.

Lisa Anderson

We are always looking for pub venues in London to host social events, so if you know
any good pubs that have a venue hire space and nice food then please do e-mail me
the details.
We also ran two very successful courses, the Moys classification course which was a
new course and the sold-out Pepper v Hart course. We hope to be able to arrange both
courses again for next year.
We have a number of other events in the planning stages. On the 30th June we will be
taking the New Technologies course that we ran in Birmingham earlier in the year to
City University. We are also just in the process of firming up dates for a joint course
with CIG on Cataloguing which should be in mid-July in London. We are also planning
on re-running the Legal Reference Materials course twice again this year, once in
August and again in December. Keep your eye on the website and the e-mail lists for
full details of these future events.
We are sometimes restricted on the courses we run and where we run them, due to
venue availability. We would be very interested to hear from anyone that has a
computer cluster room that holds a minimum of 20 people in their work-place that we
could use for training events. We can cover costs of venue hire and catering. We are
also looking for some new committee members to help us to organise future training
and social events. Being a PDC committee member normally involves attendance at
three to four meetings per year, contacting potential speakers and arranging venues,
advertising events, taking bookings and helping to host events. Please e-mail me if
you’d like any further information or to become a committee member:
l.anderson@bham.ac.uk
Lisa Anderson
Acting Chair of the Professional Development Committee
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Alex McVitty Award Recipient
– Amy Hanley
My name is Amy Hanley and I am the fortunate recipient of The Alex McVitty Memorial
Award for 2013/14. I would like to extend my thanks to BIALL, as well as to Alex
McVitty’s family, friends and colleagues for choosing me as the recipient for this
academic year. I am most grateful for the award and it has gone a long way in assisting
the funding of my postgraduate course at City University, where I am currently studying
for an Information Science degree (MSc).
I began my career in law librarianship by completing a graduate trainee position at
Norton Rose LLP (now Norton Rose Fulbright LLP) from 2011/12. I then worked within
the Knowledge & Information Management team at The Medical Defence Union, before
commencing my studies at City University in September 2013.
I have very much enjoyed my time at City
University and am now in the process of
beginning my dissertation for submission in
late September. Within my research, I aim to
establish both the importance and benefits of
implementing knowledge management
strategies into small professional service
firms. Upon graduation I wish to continue
working within the legal information sector
and hope that my previous experience, along
with my postgraduate degree, stands me in
good stead for doing so.

Amy receiving her award.

Once again my sincere thanks for awarding
me with The Alex McVitty memorial award, it
has been most helpful in supporting me
with my studies. I am sure that the award
will continue to support many aspiring law
librarians for years to come.
Amy, Lisa Davies and
Cynthia Barlow (Alex McVitty’s mother).

People News
Chair of BIALL Legal Information Literacy Working Group Ruth Bird has an article on
the Legal Education and Training Review in Slaw, the Canadian online legal magazine:
BIALL member Lindsay Robinson of the Bodleian Law Library, has won an SLA Europe
Early Career Conference Award:
Ian Hunter spoke at the LawTech Futures conference in March (keynote speaker Sir
Tim Berners Lee!).
Barbara Zolynski retired in April 2014. She had been the Head of Library &
Information at Herbert Smith Freehills for ten and a half years and started her career
as a trainee at the British Library. As a law librarian, she also worked at the Law
Society, the College of Law and the Inns of Court School of Law (now part of City Law
School). We wish her all the best for a long and happy retirement.
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The Library of Birmingham
Stephen Wheeler
Research Analyst (Legal & Business)
for Pinsent Masons LLP
Not so long ago, the layman's Pavlovian response to the phrase "architecture in
Birmingham" would have been to mumble something about concrete, and to head for
the nearest exit. As a proud Brummie myself, I can appreciate that perhaps some of
the more well-known aberrations such as the A4400 inner ring road ("widely regarded
as one of the classic urban planning blunders of the 20th century", according to
everyone's favourite online encyclopaedia) and Birmingham New Street station were
never going to be troubling our friends at UNESCO.

Stephen Wheeler

However a gradual regeneration programme has chipped away at some of our less
glamorous post-war developments, and a new Birmingham has begun to unravel over
the last twenty years or so. The clean-up of the city centre canals ushered in new office
developments at Brindleyplace, the motor car was mostly banished from the now
pedestrianised high-streets, and the Blade Runner hell that was the 1960s Bull Ring
was transformed into the new shopping Mecca that sits gleaming on the southern cusp
of the city centre today.
Yet there forever remained the great unmentionable; the upturned ziggurat of doom,
better known as 1974's Birmingham Central Library, which drew the comment from
Prince Charles that it looked like "a place where books are incinerated, not kept".
A concrete purists' utopia, it truly deserved to be labelled as Brutalist architecture, and
in fairness to the Prince of Wales, it would have made for an excellent kiln. It included
a dingy set of maudlin passageways called, somewhat obliviously, Paradise Forum.
Without intending to speak for a million people, it is fair to say it was chiefly unloved,
especially given the beautiful 19th century building it had crushed to death in the
name of progress.
However, as fate passes the baton on, that 1970s incarnation now stands empty,
awaiting the wrecker's ball itself, as Birmingham has a new library to marvel at.
Again, a product of its era, but hopefully an era which has learned some lessons from
the past, the new Library of Birmingham is an unconventional building but, all being
well, one which will enjoy a cheerier existence over the coming years.
Opened on 3 September 2013, and costing £188.8m,
the new development claims to be the largest
regional library in Europe with the intention of
welcoming 3.5 million visitors each year.
Given the zeitgeist for nicknaming
buildings according to the closest
inanimate object, it has been
described as looking like a
wedding cake, although the
intention of the designers
Mecanoo was to give a
referential nod back to
the city's historic
jewellery trade,
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The Library of Birmingham - continued
and so the shimmering facade of the yellow and silver building is bedecked with large
metal rings. Some suggest they are a metaphor for social inclusion, for well-rounded
knowledge, for learning without an endpoint. I suspect it is also to do with looking
pretty from a distance. Either way, it is an improvement on the greying breeze-block
misery of yore, which only implored the abandonment of all hope.
The library is open to all - anyone can wander in through the main entrance and amble
about as their mind and lunch break allows. It certainly drew curious crowds on
opening, with 100,000 people attracted in the first week alone. It took just 100 days to
welcome its one millionth visitor. Spread over ten separate levels, it includes some
gorgeous outdoor spaces, with a Discovery Terrace on the third floor complete with fruit
and vegetables growing away, and the Secret Garden (signposted, so not that secret
really) towards the top, which affords a panorama across the whole city and the myriad
hillsides beyond. On a green theme, its entire construction process reads like a checklist of 21st century environmental buzzwords: carbon emissions; recycled; BREEAM
rating; sustainable; low carbon technology; offsetting; low energy lighting; they're all
there, present and correct, like a bingo calling-card for the new hippy generation.
So far, so touchy-feely, but what of the, you know, books and stuff? Well, there are
about one million of them, set in 31,000 square metres of space. On taking the
escalator from the entrance lobby to the first floor, you're struck by the cavernous
space which opens up in front of you, with books lining cut-away circular walls
surrounding you. Whichever direction you look - up, down, across - there are collections
waiting to be explored.
In terms of legal works, a large collection of archived Law Reports are set to be
released from captivity before summer 2014, the reason for delay being the need to
make all of the library's archive materials available in one go, rather than
incrementally. Indeed, for all of the 21st century glitz, there are admitted occasional
teething troubles which have caused consternation amongst
some. The Birmingham Post reported in April this year that large
sections of reference and archival books were inaccessible owing
to them being out of reach, the necessary equipment (a ladder?)
yet to be purchased. This drew criticism from academics, who
described the situation as ‘farcical’, and led the Library Director,
Brian Gambles, to offer subsequent apologies and reassurances.
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The Library of Birmingham - continued
However, there already exists a weighty collection of legal books and reference stock in
situ up on the second floor. A quick skirt around the shelves uncovers international,
constitutional and administrative texts; coverage of tax, tort, employment, intellectual
property, contract and criminal law; all the EU policy papers you could ever wish for.
I had a browse through some of the titles at random, and uncovered a breadth of
material that was old and diverse - Local and Personal Acts 1966; Statutory Rules and
Orders 1916; Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1830-35…well, I've been
asked to source articles from weirder publications than that! The usual copyright
caveats apply to the stock, which should prove a useful resource for colleagues local to
Birmingham city centre, and to others as travel and time allows.
It is certainly worth a visit for those who pass through the second city, whether just to
gaze around the environment, relax on one of the garden terraces, or to photocopy
your favourite case from a crusty old set of law reports. It also has a technological
marvel, the likes of which were in short supply in the previous library, which create an
unusual feeling of light and space, allowing the outside world in. Yes indeed. The new
Library of Birmingham has windows.
As a city, we chose well in inviting Malala Yousafzai, just a schoolgirl at the time she
was shot by the Taliban for championing women's rights in Pakistan, to officially open
the library last year. Now an adopted citizen of Birmingham, her words at the ceremony
carried a sentiment which is easy to scoff at in these technologically enlightened
times, but which actually hold a sweet cachet of their own. "Books are precious. It is
written that a room without books is like a body without a soul. A city without a library
is like a graveyard." An idealist notion it may be in the world of legal research, but how
tempting would it be to throw that one at your fee-earners next time they want you to
scythe down your collections? It's certainly more romantic than our favourite bon mot,
‘not everything is online’.
It is an ethos shared by Brian Gambles, who concurs, "a fusion of the digital and the
traditional is absolutely essential to the vision of the library we have". So yes, there are
sparkly new computers, and you are encouraged to poke about with the new
technology. But there's also a sense that libraries exist because books exist, and it
would be churlish and improper not to afford them pride of place, or to have roasted
them all in Prince Charles' incinerator.
This marriage between the past and present is gloriously highlighted in the
Shakespeare Memorial Room. An original feature from the Victorian library, and
designed in 1882 by John Henry Chamberlain, it is a wood-panelled, glass-fronted
delight, providing an unexpected but enthralling contrast with the rest of the building.
Now restored, it holds 43,000 books including exceptionally rare Shakespeare folios
worth millions of pounds. It isn't the first thing that comes to mind when initially
exposed to the building from street level, but to indulge in lazy cliché, you shouldn't
judge a book by its cover. Unless it’s a 1970s carbuncle, that is.
Of course architecture is divisive and people are free to wear their opinions as they see
fit. I personally love the new library, not just as a replacement for the previous one,
either because it stands on what was once wasteland masquerading as a car park, but
because it exists for the public, engages them, and, so far, appears to be serving its
purpose relatively well. Perhaps in the future, when everything is made out of
holograms and people live on Mars, it too will be consigned to the dustbin of history,
but for now it is a progressive monument for a city that aptly carries the motto
"Forward" on its coat of arms.
You still get fined if you bring your books back late, mind.
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Library Routes
Barbara Zolynski
Head of Library &
Information, Herbert
Smith Freehills LLP

Barbara Zolynski

This is a golden opportunity, as I prepare for my retirement, to look back over my career,
and discover there actually was a route involved, a path that branched and winded but did
progress and reached a rewarding journey's end.
My entrance into librarianship was only after trying a career in teaching. After completing
a history degree at Durham University I thought I wanted interaction with people as a
choice of career and wanted to keep up with history so chose teaching. Unfortunately, I
quickly realised I had turned into a No Through Road, but I found that I enjoyed the
research part of the job and investigated librarianship instead, and became one of the
first intake of trainees at the British Library. This was an amazing year which introduced
me to a variety of roles. My year was split between six months in the Reference Division
(where I worked in the Map Library and the Library Association Library) and six months in
the Bibliographic Services Division. The second six months convinced me that although I
enjoyed the intellectual challenge, I really missed the personal sense of helping and
supporting people. So, after qualifying, I decided to apply for front line posts in academic
libraries.
After nine months as a Library Assistant at City University Business School I finally
obtained my first professional post at the Polytechnic of Central London (PCL), now the
University of Westminster. There I became responsible for official publications in the
Environment Library and really took to the structure of official publishing. After promotion
to Senior Librarian, I took responsibility for Building and Civil Engineering and also worked
closely with the new Library catalogue system – my first experience with computers.
After over seven years at PCL I decided I wanted to specialise further by taking up a post
in the government publications department of the LSE Library. Little did I realise that I was
now required to broaden my horizons outside British official publishing, and I was made
responsible for the US, Canada, the Pacific and non-governmental organisations. This was
where I first came across the European Communities (as it then was) and found I was in
great demand to explain the peculiarities of the EC legal system and official publishing.
While at the LSE, a note from the Law Society arrived inviting applications for a new post
of European Communities Librarian. I jumped at the chance, applied and obtained the
post. This was my first law library post - and I loved it and stayed there for over nine years.
I was able to build on my knowledge of official publications and the EU, and develop my
teaching skills. Whilst I was at the LSE, I had become a trainer for various external
organisations and continued with this at the Law Society, adding on teaching EU
information for the Law for Law Librarians course, and writing pamphlets, articles and a
chapter in How to use a Law Library, but what really motivated me at the Law Society was
the research work for solicitors and law firm librarians I undertook for the first time. The
post there also indirectly led to my marriage. Although I had met my lawyer husband
through our choir, we had found more common ground when I asked his advice on the
structure of the English legal system before I started work at the Law Society. So law
librarianship can open up other avenues!
I left EU information behind after a time and moved into management, but after a
restructuring at the Law Society left me with a choice of a management role I was not very
interested in, or trying my wings, I moved on to a maternity cover post at the College of
Law and then to my first leadership role as Head of Library Services at the Inns of Court
School of Law, and then finally a move to a law firm. I have been at Herbert Smith
(Freehills) for ten and a half years now, and I am very glad I tried yet another library sector
– that of commercial libraries, as it has been both interesting and rewarding.
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I have met many talented and interesting individuals during my library route, which has
been a great privilege and advantage. I have built on the experience each stop along the
route has brought, and even if a post is not exactly what you thought it might be, I have
found that you can adapt it to use your talents and give you the greatest job satisfaction.
Right now, I am looking forward to moving on - to a beach with a sun umbrella and a book
(or Kindle) – but that is retirement for me!

©?
ICLR

Daniel Hoadley, Barrister

The Incorporated Council of Law Reporting for England & Wales (ICLR)

Who owns the copyright
in a judgment?

Who owns the copyright in a judgment? The short answer is that nobody actually
knows for sure. There is no statutory provision dealing (specifically) with intellectual
property ownership over the words in judgments, nor are there any cases that grapple
with the question either.

In a common law jurisdiction, like England and Wales, the absence of a clear-cut
answer to this question is a little bit strange. The defining feature of a common law
jurisdiction is that the judges in the courts, as well as the legislators in Parliament, are
able to make law. In order for the system of judge-made law to operate in a rational
and consistent manner, the doctrine of precedent holds that a decision made by a
superior court, or by the same court in an earlier decision, is binding precedent that
the court itself and all its inferior courts are obligated to follow. In turn, in order for the
doctrine of precedent to be workable, there must be some way of accessing the
decisions of the courts – there must be some way of getting at the judgments.

Judgment dissemination has been going on, in one form or another, since the twelfth
century. Regardless of who is doing the disseminating, be it a law reporting
organisation like ICLR, a commercial publisher or a free-to-access service like BAILII,
distribution of judgments forms a fundamental part of the of the common law process,
but, the practice of judgment dissemination, to my mind at least, raises the question:
who owns the rights over the judgment and what constraints, if any, might there be on
judgment disseminators?

The state of play where
statutes are concerned

In order to demonstrate just how murky the issue of copyright in judgments is, it is
worth looking at the copyright situation where statutes are concerned.

Who owns the copyright in a statute? Statutes are drafted by parliamentary draftsmen
who, being employees of the Crown, fall into the category of civil servants. Section
163(1) of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, provides:
“Where a work is made by Her Majesty or by an officer or servant of the Crown in
the course of his duties… (b) Her Majesty is the first owner of any copyright in the
work.” (my emphasis).

So, where statutes are concerned, we are left in no doubt that the words in any given
provision are ‘Crown Copyright’ (see section 163(2) of the 1988 Act). Fortunately, there
are relatively few restrictions on how Crown Copyright materials may be put to use by
us consumers of legal information.

The position where
judgments are
concerned

We are on decidedly less solid ground where the copyright in judgments is concerned.
There are broadly two schools of thoughts here. The first school of thought
straightforwardly holds that the copyright in a judgment is held by the Crown. The
attractively simple rationale underpinning that theory is that since judges are servants
of the Crown and their judgments are written in the course of their duties, judgments
must be Crown Copyright by virtue of section 163 of the 1988 Act.

The second, alternative, school of thought holds that the copyright in a judgment vests
in the judge who gave the judgment. The rationale underlying that proposition is
markedly more nuanced: judgments are material forms of expression resulting from
the intellectual exertions of the minds of judges – it is the judges, therefore, who own
the copyright in their judgments.
The question, never having been litigated, remains open.
Matters get a little bit trickier…

The question grows even more complicated when one starts to think about the
plethora of potential additional claims of copyright over judgments.
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©?
ICLR - continued
Law Reports and Law
Reporters

First off, the traditional law reporters like me. A “law report” typically consists of a
headnote, the full text of the judgment(s) and a range of other value enhancements.
There is probably little doubt that the intellectual property in the headnote belongs to
the reporter or his or her publisher, but the law reporter’s intellectual intervention does
not stop there. In addition to writing a headnote, the law reporter will also render the
judgment into house-style and check every word in the judgment for accuracy. Every
modification made to the text of the judgment, be it a correction of, say, citation or
spelling, potentially gives rise to a new layer of copyright in the finished work, including
the reported version of the judgment (see, by analogy, Sawkins v Hyperion Records Ltd
[2005] EWCA Civ 565, [2005] 1 WLR 3281, CA – this case concerned the question of
whether a musicologist owned rights over renditions of works composed by Michel
Richard de Lalande).

Court Stenographers
and Shorthand Writers

It isn’t only the law reporters who intervene to capture and disseminate the decisions
of judges. The shorthand writer or stenographer who records a judgment given orally
(extempore) will own the copyright in the resultant record (Walter v Lane [1900] AC
539, HL – concerning the transcription of public speeches). Even judgments handed
down in written form may go on to become available in some “authorised” form that
was fashioned through the combined efforts of the judge giving judgment and the
official transcriber (in the case of the Court of Appeal and the Administrative Court, the
official transcriber is Merrill Corp).

BAILII

Finally, there is the excellent, now indispensable, service provided by BAILII, which
releases transcripts of judgments for free, pursuant to a contract with the Ministry of
Justice. Anyone who regularly makes use of BAILII will know that those responsible for
the administration of the service do far more than merely publishing judgments online
for mass, zero-cost consumption. Indeed, BAILII expressely reserves the copyright in
the hypertext mark up of the judgments made available through the service.
For an excellent discussion about the work BAILII does and the various intersections
with copyright, see this interview between Sir Henry Brooke (former Lord Justice of
Appeal and chairman of BAILII’s board of trustees) and Nick Holmes (managing
director of Infolaw Limited).

Does any of this really
matter?

Maybe not. Were it to be definitively decided that judgments were Crown Copyright,
there would probably be very little changes to the ways in which judgments might be
reused and made available for wider consumption. Even if, on the other hand, the
copyright in judgment was definitively held to be vested in the judges themselves, it is
highly unlikely that a judge would seek to bring proceedings for copyright infringement
against a disseminator of that judgment! Both the Crown and the judges have
expressed a strong commitment to making the decisions of the courts transparent and
accessible.

However, the issue does raise some interesting points, at least from an abstract
perspective. The first point is that the degree of uncertainty over the matter is probably
indicative of the fact that in contrast with legislation, the state has never taken sole
responsibility for the dissemination of judgments. For nearly 150 years, the closest
England and Wales have come to having an official reporter of judicial decision-making
has been the Incorporated Council of Law Reporting, but, even today, there is no single
point of access to every decision given by every court, be it in the form of a transcript,
or a fully crafted law report.
The second, wider point, is this: is the layer of uncertainty that hangs over judgment
copyright ownership actually a positive thing, which in itself enables the effective,
unfettered dissemination of judgments and the promotion of open justice?

One way or another, it is very unlikely that the question, “who owns the copyright in a
judgment?”, will be answered anytime soon.
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Recent Additions to
the BIALL How do I wiki?
By Ian Hunter
and
Anneli Sarkanen

Anneli Sarkanen

Ian Hunter

The How do I? wiki is a collection of useful answers to common and unusual research
questions. Many are answers to questions posted on the Lis-Law e-mail distribution list,
so if you do post a question, summarising the results afterwards can help build the wiki
and help share information between us. The wiki is an excellent place to look if you are
stuck on an enquiry or simply don’t know where to start looking.
Remember, while the wiki is maintained by the PR & Promotions Committee any BIALL
member can edit the wiki by requesting access. This can be done from the wiki homepage.
“Judgment Day for BAILII”, SCL: https://www.scl.org/site.aspx?i=ed22972 (accessed 24
April 2014)

New or updated pages
There are two new pages for this issue of the Newsletter: one on Historic Newspapers
and a skeleton page on County Court Judgments. There are also updates to the pages
on South African legislation and Valuation of Library stock for insurance purposes, as
well as advice on searching for transcripts of TV programmes.
Thanks to Kate of Boyes Turner we now have a very useful summary of searching
newspaper archives using free sources. The bad news is there doesn’t seem to be a
service which you can search national and regional UK newspapers from your desk.
The good news is we haven’t been wrong when telling this to our users.
County Court decisions are not often needed by most law librarians but difficult to find
when they are. They rarely found on the major online databases. It is more than likely
you will have to contact the court directly and request the tapes to have them
transcribed yourself, this often requires permission from the judge to have the tapes
released. If anyone with more experience of this feel free to add to the page or ask Ian
or Anneli to do this for you.
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Recent Additions to
the BIALL How do I wiki? - continued
Shirley Gilmore of the University of Pretoria. has uploaded a presentation on South
African legislation to slideshare – there is now a link to this from the wiki page.

Wildy’s kindly provided very detailed figures on the value of the major series of law
reports, which have now been uploaded to the Wiki. The total value for an extensive
archive of 15 of the major law reports titles comes to £207,000!
Finally, if searching TV or radio programmes Nexis (subscription only) includes a source
called TVEyes which covers transcripts of TV programmes, including some radio
programmes. Search for BBC under Sources.
It takes some work keeping on top of the changes happening so we welcome users to
either correct mistakes they come across in the wiki, or to contact a member of the
PR&P Committee. We have appreciated changes made over the past month or so by
BIALL members and we do hope this continues.

Statistics, statistics
and more statistics!
Over the past two months, the wiki has had over 1,900 unique visitors.
Yet again Employment Tribunal Cases is the most visited page, followed by Asylum and
Immigration Tribunals, suggesting that most initial visits are from members of the
public.
The pages on organisations accepting donated books are still popular however, and
while Google is still the most popular route (accounting for 66% of visitors), referrals
from other websites and direct traffic (people going straight to the URL) are significant
so many users are actually looking for the Wiki!
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On the Spot
Ross Connell
Liaison Librarian for Law, University
of Reading
Q What are your feelings on the acronym ‘BIALL’?
Being determined by the full name, I can’t really find
fault with it. I have a personal tendency to mistype it as
BAILL – that’s my fault, not the acronym’s.
Q Where in the world would be your favourite place
to read the Newsletter?
In between innings at Fenway Park in Boston, while
watching baseball.
Q Where’s the strangest place you’ve seen a library?
The fringes of Murray Edwards’ College garden in Cambridge,
where what looks like a bird table houses the “Free Little Library”.
Q Who in our profession inspires you and why?
Steven M. Cohen, whose US-centric Library Stuff blog informs, sustains and amuses me on a daily basis.
Q If you could choose the location for the next BIALL conference
(within the UK, Ireland or Channel Islands) where would it be and why?
Great news - we’re all off to Cleethorpes! It is my home town, needs some tourism income and would serve some
cracking local fish and chips for the conference meal.
Q Have you any tattoos?
No, not inked. I have several natural tattoos, namely scars, one running 7 inches down my left arm.
Q What is your favourite app on your smartphone?
My Bergfex Pro ski app. I become obsessed with snow depths come November, when my thoughts invariably turn to
cross-country skiing.
Q Which character from a children’s book do you wish was real?
Moomintroll: psychologically less troublesome in reality than in fiction.
Q If you could invent one thing, what would it be?
Mini-dinosaur seeds. Plant one and in a few weeks you’ve got a micro Stegosaurus.
Q If your house was on fire, which item would you save and why?
Billy Bear - because no one should have to endure images of their childhood teddy going up in flames.

Great news
- we’re all off to Cleethorpes!
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June
2-3
4
4
4
5
5

CILIP: Scotland Annual Conference
ASLIB: Abstracting and Summarizing Electronic Documents
UKeiG: Marketing and Internal Change
CILIP: ARLG Rebooting Referencing
TFPL: Business information: key web resources
CILIP: ARLG SW Discover Academic Research, Training and Support
Conference 4
8-10 SLA Annual Conference
10
TFPL: Conducting Legal Research and Law for Non-lawyers
11
ASLIB: Copyright Masterclass
11
UKeiG: Collaborative Working
11
TFPL: Digital copyright
12-14 BIALL 45th Annual Study Conference & Exhibition
12
UKeiG: Copyright Update: making sense of copyright reforms
12
TFPL: Free resources and search techniques for EU and UK
legislation
13
BIALL: SCOSAF meeting
13
CILIP: ARLG New Professionals Training Day
17
ASLIB: Business Information
17
ASLIB: Introduction to Social Media
17
TFPL: Agile Innovation Leadership - a practical approach
18
ASLIB: Customer Service Skills – a blueprint for customer
satisfaction
18
UKeIG: Content Curation – making sense of a complex world
18
TFPL: Introduction to SharePoint 2013
23-25 CILIP: ARLG 2014 Conference
24
ASLIB: Assessing our Worth – Value and Impact
24
TFPL: Advanced Information Architecture – A Strategic approach
24
CILIP: CLSIG Legal Research Workshop
25
ASLIB: Organizing Digital Information and Knowledge
25
TFPL: Law for non-lawyers – Module 2 – Understanding legal
information
26
ASLIB: Effective Communication Skills for Library and Information
Managers

July
1
2

ASLIB: Introduction to Social Media
UKeiG: Getting to grips with developing and managing e-book
collections - an introduction
2
TFPL: Creating a good presence on social media for information
services
12-15 107th AALL Annual Meeting
16
ASLIB: Copyright Policies, Dealing with Infringements, and Risk
Management
16
TFPL: Collaboration using SharePoint 2010
16
HEA: Transitioning from other professions into Social Sciences
academia
17
ASLIP: Copyright Essentials
25
BIALL: Council meeting
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