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Happy New Year!! The publications committee would like to wish all BIALL members a
happy and prosperous 2010! With the tree taken out, and the decorations taken
down, January can often be a bleak month, and that’s without the Big Freeze to make
things worse! Still, it’s not all gloom and doom: the days are getting longer, it’s nearly
payday, Middle and Inner Temple libraries don’t have to merge (hooray!!), and I’m sure
that many of us are secretly quite pleased to have seen the back of 2009..... So why
not pop on your new Christmas jumper to keep warm and curl up with your first
BIALL newsletter of the new year – and a bumper issue it is at that!
For those of you who enjoyed reading about the new Supreme Court library in the
last edition of LIM, we take a behind the scenes look in our “Featured Library”
section. Jules Winterton of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies talks us through a
typical working day, while our very own Chair, Sarah Spells – having successfully
avoided it for long enough, steps up to the plate for our “on-the-spot” questions.
And for those of you who have ever wondered about the end use of the information
we deal with on a day to day basis, there is an interview with top barrister Roseanna
Foskett (a lawyer who, believe it or not, actually does HER OWN research!).
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A belated Happy 2010 to you all and I hope you all had enjoyable Christmases without
too many sore heads and expanding waistlines ! I have just returned from a 12 day
break …. And as usual once you see the 100s of emails in your inbox it does feel that
you have never been away.
Just before Christmas, many of us (including myself) helped man the BIALL stand at
the On-line Exhibition in Olympia – it is always a good opportunity not only to bump
into long lost friends and colleagues, but also to spread the word about BIALL as
some attendees still may not have heard of us. Many attendees had queries about the
Brighton Conference which was good to see especially as the Conference Committee
has been so busy recently putting everything together for the event. I have seen the
draft timetable and it looks like once again it will be a brilliant conference and
hopefully an unmissable part of our diaries.
As President of BIALL it is interesting to see the queries that you get on the other
end of the phone from members of the public. I had two phone calls recently from
people asking how they could find jobs in law librarianship (which I suspect is a
question that many of our members would like to hear the answer to as well).
I also had someone who phoned asking how they could set up a law library from
scratch which ended up as quite a lengthy phone call, as well as a call from a medical
librarian who wanted to know about employment law. Perhaps I should start charging
a consultation fee!
There was a piece of good news just before Christmas regarding the future of the
Inner and Middle Temple Libraries. Some of you may remember an article which I
wrote in July’s Newsletter that the Executive Committees of these libraries were
considering plans to merge both of these historical libraries into one building, which
may have resulted in a negative impact on the services that they currently offer, a cut
in holdings and inevitable job losses. After lengthy deliberations, the Inner Temple and
Middle Temple concluded that none of the available options for a merger of their
libraries and creation of an advocacy and education centre sufficiently desirable to
warrant further investigation and implementation. This must have been a great relief to
all those librarians who work at both institutions and it is pleasing to see that the
right decision was made in the end.
As you can see from the other articles in this Newsletter – all of our Committees
have been very busy and have some interesting projects and plans lined up for the
new year – so it looks like 2010 will be a busy and I hope a successful year for BIALL.
Daniella King
BIALL President
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At this point in the Conference calendar the Programme is being drawn together, our
Exhibitors have been contacted with details of the Exhibition and we are in the
process of signing contracts for the various venues which will be used in Brighton
2010. A number of other pieces of the jigsaw have also come together.
I am delighted to announce that our Platinum sponsors, Sweet & Maxwell and Lexis
Nexis have kindly agreed to generously support us for the Brighton Conference. I am
particularly pleased that two of the most significant players in the legal information
services market view the Conference as a major event in their sponsorship year and
continue to support the Association in this way.
In the current climate one of the key things we are seeking to do is publicise the
Conference as the pre-eminent information gathering during the year. There is some
significant competition out there and I know we can rely on the Membership to flag
the Conference as a major event in their own professional development plan. We
were particularly lucky over the past number of weeks to have had publicity for the
Conference from the BIALL stand at Online 2009. My thanks to Catherine McArdle
and her team for circulating information on the Conference during the course of the
exhibition. You will all (I hope!) have received your Conference desktop calendar with
the latest edition of Legal Information Management. We will also be considering other
means by which to publicise the Conference over the coming months. Again your
assistance in this would be greatly appreciated.
Bookings for our Exhibition are going very well. As I mentioned in the last Newsletter,
we will be offering a facility to exhibitors through which they can demonstrate
products in a theatre style setting on the floor of the exhibition hall. This facility will
operate during some of the break times during the Conference.
Hannah Fogg and Niamh Burns have made significant progress on completing the
Conference programme. We hope to release details of the programme in the coming
weeks. As you will already be aware we have confirmed the full delegate rate for
Brighton 2010 will be £350 (+VAT). This rate will apply to members booking before 30
April 2010. We are particularly pleased to set such a good value rate during these
financially strained times. The delegate rate covers attendance at all conference
sessions, trade exhibition, product demonstrations and social events.
As already announced, the Annual Reception and Dinner kindly sponsored by Sweet &
Maxwell will take place at the DeVere Grand Hotel on the Friday evening of the
Conference. Yes, I am aware that this may clash with England’s game against the US in
the World Cup but we will hope to facilitate delegates who will want to watch this
important sporting event. I am also delighted to announce that the Thursday night
informal dinner will take place at the Thistle Hotel on the Brighton seafront. The
evening will also include presentation of the Halsbury Awards kindly sponsored by
Lexis Nexis.
We are already planning for 2011 and 2012. At the end of January members of the
Committee accompanied by Sovereign Conference will make a site visit to Newcastle
for the 2011 Conference. Later in the year we will follow up on Belfast as the likely
prospect for 2012.
We expect to publish the provisional programme for the Conference together with
registration and booking materials in February/March. This will also include details of
hotel accommodation on offer as ancillary to the Conference package. Please keep an
eye on the BIALL website for further information in this regard.
John Furlong
Chair, Conference Committee
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The Legal Information Group held its most recent meeting on Thursday 26th
November. We took the opportunity for a review of our activities during the year, and
a run through of our plans for 2010. LIG’s survey of BIALL members regarding their
attitudes towards suppliers will take place from Monday 15th March to Friday 26th
March. All those who take part will be entered into a draw for a prize of £50. LIG’s
proposal for a session at the Brighton Conference has been approved. There will be a
question-and-answer session where representatives of LexisNexis, PLC and Sweet &
Maxwell will answer questions posed by BIALL members. LIG will be seeking actively
for questions in advance of the conference, but if something comes to mind now feel
free to send it to me at david.percik@lawsociety.org.uk. If the session is a success, we
hope to hold others at future conferences, and may well involve more or different
suppliers as seems appropriate. Some of you may remember that the old BIALL
website contained examples of letters that could be sent to suppliers in certain
circumstances. By the time you read this LIG will have begun our review of these
letters to update them and make them available again in the LIG section of the new
website.
Last, but definitely not least, I am pleased to announce that LIG has a new member.
Michael Normile of Sullivan & Cromwell has agreed to join the committee, with
particular responsibility for PLC issues. This means that the committee and our
responsibilities currently look like this:
David Percik
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Legal Information Group (LIG)

David Percik
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Marie McCrohan
Joe Donnelly
Mark Stanley
Lynne Jones
Kirsty Milton
Michael Normile

Chair and general contact
david.percik@lawsociety.org.uk
Vice-chair and contact for Bloomsbury, ICSA and Kluwer
mmccrohan@orrick.com
Contact for Ireland
joedonnelly@courts.ie
Contact for LexisNexis
Contact for Sweet & Maxwell
lynne.jones@lewissilkin.com
Contact for Informa Law
kirsty.milton@lw.com
Contact for PLC
normilem@sullcrom.com

The next meeting of LIG will be on Monday 25th January. This is the annual meeting
with representatives of suppliers, and at the time of writing twenty-one suppliers have
agreed to send people along, which is several more than attended last year
David Percik
Chair, Legal Information Group
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Many thanks to everyone who helped out on the BIALL Stand at Online 2009.
Feedback from visitors was very positive. Thanks also to BIALL members who
stopped to say “hello”.
The Register of Experts is progressing. It is not too late to add more names. It is
entirely up to you to nominate an area of expertise or interest. Are you a specialist in
teaching, marketing, or negotiation? Maybe you have recently undertaken a large
project within your library, a reclassification, or have evaluated the impact of your
service? Or perhaps you have extensive experience in cataloguing, or in researching a
specific subject area? If you are interested and would like further details please contact
Vivian Grange - vivian.grange@freethcartwright.co.uk - with your details, area(s) of
expertise or interest, and willingness to publishing or speak. You can specify whether
you prefer publishing, presenting, or both.
The BIALL logo is now available via the PR and Promotions page (members only
access) of the website. The logo is now available in a high resolution format in both
colour and monotone formats. All publicity can now be branded with a standard
BIALL house style.
Our next meeting will be in February. If anyone is interested in joining the Committee
please contact me at catherine.mcardle@lincolnsinn.org.uk
Catherine McArdle
Chair, PR and Promotions Committee
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PR and Promotion Committee

Catherine McCardle
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News from Justis Publishing
“Mastering the accusative case”
A new tenant at a top
London set,
Rosanna Foskett’s
path to the Bar was
less than direct. Yet
since choosing a legal
career, the classicist’s
rise has been swift;
and it’s been marked
by her involvement in
several notable cases,
a hearing in front of
the Chancellor of the
High Court, and her
astute reliance on
JustCite, the citator
that assures a “more
comprehensive and
more thorough job”.
Alistair King meets
her to discuss her
work.

Rosanna Foskett:
has the Latin for the judgin’

“I could’ve been a judge but I never ’ad the Latin for the judgin’. I never ’ad it, so I’d
’ad it, as far as bein’ a judge was concerned.” Not, you’ll be reassured to hear, the
words of my articulate interviewee but those of the down-at-heel, flat cap-wearing
Beyond the Fringe halfwit portrayed so exquisitely by the erudite and no doubt
linguistically perfectly well informed Peter Cook. As if confirming Cook’s satirical point,
young barrister Rosanna Foskett laments with a carefree chuckle that the Latin she
covered while reading Classics at Cambridge has been of little help in its own right in
her later legal studies.
Gaining a double first and going on to specialize in ancient Greek in her MPhil,
Foskett’s decision to convert to law came relatively late in the day, despite having
parents representing both sides of the profession. But, as is clear from our
conversation, which takes place in a smart meeting room in Lincoln’s Inn in central
London, the terrier-like research skills she developed pawing over Pliny, Virgil and
Sophocles paved the way for her successful switch to a grueling GDL and BVC.
After applying for pupillage in early 2007, she was taken on by the prestigious Maitland
Chambers when called to the Bar in 2008 and, on completing her apprenticeship, she
is, at the time of writing, six weeks into her hard-fought tenancy at the renowned
commercial chancery set.
Foskett’s journey has undoubtedly been a tough one. But the cool, professional air she
emanates suggests to me that her work has been as smart as it’s been hard. Along
with legal nous, intelligence, perseverance and commonsense, it seems that finding the
sleekest research tools – such as the provider-neutral JustCite citator – has eased her
progress immeasurably. But we’ll come on to that; it should follow as part of my
investigation into Foskett’s transition from pupil to tenant. By exploring some of the
key cases she’s worked on – whether researching points of law and preparing skeleton
arguments for chambers colleagues, or in her fledgling independent practice – we
should uncover a few pithy pointers for other would-be lawyers. So what is Foskett’s
modus operandi in lex and how can we emulate her?
This time last year I interviewed JustCite user James Clifford, runner up at the 2008
Bar Pro Bono Awards. By coincidence another Maitland practitioner, Clifford is more
than 20 years Foskett’s senior so unlike her, his earlier career-establishing cases were
fought pre- JustCite.
Foskett, on the other hand, embraces her IT native status. “It’s fair to say,” she explains,
“that I’m in the generation that has had access to online resources since we started
and they’re increasingly prevalent.” Though her GDL conversion course was quite
textbook focused, her research environment from BVC onwards has been
predominantly electronic. But “at my stage,” she adds, “it’s very difficult to know
exactly where to go in the first instance and obviously you don’t want to pester the
librarian all the time.”
Having relied on the service since she was first introduced to it, this is where she
turns to JustCite, which she describes as “absolutely invaluable”. Though she will often
first consult a textbook to find the crucial three or four cases that could support her
argument, she uses the citator for two key purposes: for guidance on where those full
texts are available – it deep-links into and provides information on numerous thirdparty providers; and to see what subsequent decisions might have affected the
authority of the cases in question. Speculative subject term searches on JustCite and
other databases provide her with another useful route to initial precedents.
Let’s put this in context. First as a pupil and now as a junior, Foskett is routinely
expected to prepare research notes for her chambers colleagues. “When there’s a
particular point of law on which your leader wants to be fully briefed, while he or she
probably knows all the most famous cases, he or she might want to research the most
up to date cases in that area, so I’ll be asked to write a note that must be brief,
concise and entirely on the point,” she says. And JustCite gets the ball rolling on this?
“You need to start with a citator in my view,” says Foskett, “so that you get a good
overview [of subsequent citations and the like]. Once you’ve established the cases you
want to rely on it’s vital to go to the full text and have a proper close read of it –
that’s the beauty of the system.”
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Section of the JustCite record for
Twinsectra Ltd v Yardley, 2002,
showing citations and subject matter

- Continued

“For example I recently had to do a research note in a fraud context on dishonest
assistance. I knew there was one case from about 2002 – Twinsectra, which I must
have known through a practitioner’s textbook – but I didn’t know how it had been
treated in more up-to-date cases by other judges and obviously that’s what is
important in case preparation,” she says. She continues: “A judge is more likely to be
persuaded by your argument if you can support it with something that has been said,
say, in the last few months, whereas if you say that there was a case from, say, 1847
and [she tails off pondering the possible consequences of not having bang up-to-theminute information]… Well, that doesn’t necessarily have a huge amount of relevance
nowadays in certain contexts. So with this case I just typed its name in and up it came
with a whole list of everything that had been citing it since.”
The JustCite record for Twinsectra Ltd v Yardley, [2002] 2 AC 164, can be seen for free
at = www.justcite.com/tvtsample. A good example of a typical case, it shows: all the
various associated citations; which online services carry the full text; a short
description of the subject matter – “really helpful”, according to Foskett, for
eliminating irrelevant cases; a detailed table of cases considered and how they were
treated; and a detailed table of subsequent cases and how they were treated.
This was “just perfect,” she says, “because it meant that I felt I’d done a thorough job
in analyzing how the case had been used.” Furthermore, she adds, “it’s vital because
you know the other side will be going through exactly the same process and so you
must make sure you’ve covered every possible avenue.” This process, she says, doesn’t
necessarily save time but “I feel like I’ve done a much more comprehensive and more
thorough job when I’ve done it. So it’s a confidence thing really rather than a timesaving thing. You want to do the best for your client.” As the case for which she and
her leader cited Twinsectra is ongoing, she can’t discuss it in detail. But plenty from her
pupillage days have been put to bed.
One of the most significant – made more memorable for its judicial audience – was
that of Revenue and Customs Commissioners v Cassells, [2008] STI 2729, which can
be seen at = www.justcite.com/rccsample. Played out in front of Sir Andrew Morritt,
Chancellor of the High Court, the importance of solid preparation – in which Foskett
was involved – could not be overstated.
Though she didn’t speak in court herself, Foskett says this bankruptcy hearing was
“particularly interesting as my supervisor was acting for HMRC, so there was a point
of public interest.”
According to Foskett, “the Chancellor was looking at the
judgment of the court below to review whether the judge had
exercised his discretion properly. It was a really interesting
case to be involved in because [unlike some legal issues]
bankruptcy is one of those issues that people outside the law
understand and see around them.” So an individual was
disputing whether he should have been made bankrupt? “That’s
right. He’d been made bankrupt and he’d come back and said
to the county court that he should never have been. The court
agreed, so they rescinded his bankruptcy order. Then, HMRC
went to the High Court and argued that the judge in the
county court shouldn’t have rescinded the order. Lots of
people were looking out for the results of the case because
HMRC was involved.”
The appeal was allowed, says Foskett, who adds that “it also
reaffirmed another big case from 2005, so if someone was
relying on that 2005 case they’d now be able to cite the
Chancellor’s decision in Cassells in support of their argument.”
This 2005 case – Papanicola v Humphreys – was itself relied
on in Cassells but we won’t include a sample JustCite record
of that because by now the relevance of JustCite should be
clear. It’s clear to Foskett. “Every time I start a new piece of
work – several times a week, something like that – I use it,”
she says, and not just for finding cases to cite; borrowing arguments from other
jurisdictions can be invaluable; a process made easier by JustCite’s indexing of material
from Ireland, Canada, Australia and beyond.
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Last chancery saloon: many Maitland
cases are heard at the Royal Courts
of Justice in the Strand
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But research methods are just a means to an end; I’m keen to get to the heart of
Foskett’s legal endeavours. Foskett, in step with her chambers’ areas of expertise,
avoids family law and criminal work (except fraud in a civil context), the areas for
which the current Legal Aid funding crisis – as highlighted by Desmond Browne QC at
November’s Bar Conference – are most relevant. But she keeps abreast of this “Barwide issue” and as a pupil worked closely with pupil supervisor Andrew PD Walker on
a pro bono mortgage scam case. Representing a
couple who had been victims of a “sale and rent back”
scheme, Walker persuaded the court to set aside the
entire transaction, the first known instance of such a
challenge being successful. “The law involved was
remarkably complicated and it was an important case
on the facts,” says Foskett, who carried out research
on some of the points of law involved. Walker went on
to win the Bar Pro Bono Award, which was presented
by Browne. Are Foskett’s ambitions, well, as ambitious?
“I suspect I’ll probably stay in fairly general commercial
chancery practice for the first few years but after that
who knows? I guess I’ll develop a taste for something
during that time but at the moment
I’m thoroughly enjoying everything that comes my
way,” she says, adding that despite the knowledge she’s
likely to gain over the years, electronic resources will
remain her tools in trade.
Section of the JustCite record for
Revenue and Customs
Commissioners v Cassells, 2008,
showing subject matter and cases
judicially considered

Bonam fortunam, Rosannam!

Champagne launch of First Law on Justis
Justis Publishing welcomes all law librarians in Ireland to a champagne launch of
First Law on Justis. Taking place on the evening of Friday 5th February in Dublin’s
Distillery Building, drinks and canapés will be served to the tunes of a local string
quartet, while we demonstrate our new and versatile series. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Sheila Kerai at sheila.kerai@justis.com. Sheila will be able to
expand on our plans and fill you in on other related events for you and your
practitioner colleagues, such as our roadshows in Dublin, Cork and Galway.
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The PR and Promotions committee would like to announce the winner of their new
award. This is the first year the committee have awarded this prize. It was offered to
any library school student who submitted the best dissertation on a corporate or
legal topic.
We are pleased to announce the winner of the award this year is Mr Chris Cooper, a
student at University College, London, who submitted a paper that looked at the
effect of the recession on the legal information environment.
It was entitled “In the 2009 Recession the Value of Legal Information and Legal
Information Professionals will Increase rather than Decrease” and Mr Cooper set out
to prove his theory through a series of interviews with both lawyers and legal
information professionals.
Mr Cooper will win £250.00 plus one year’s personal membership to BIALL
For those wishing to submit in 2010 the criterion for submission is:
l Open to all undergraduate and postgraduate library school students on a CILIP
accredited course
l The topic must be of a corporate or legal matter
l The dissertation must be submitted electronically and include an executive
summary
l It must be submitted (to vivian.grainge@freethcartwright.co.uk) by 1 Oct each
year
l Only one dissertation from each course per library school may be submitted
l Submission at the discretion of the university not by individual students
Our congratulations to Mr Cooper, and a reminder that the closing date for next
year’s award will be 1st October 2010.
Vivian Grange
PR & Promotions Committee
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Featured Library
The Library of the Supreme Court of the United
Kingdom: a new law library
Following on from the
recent LIM article on
the new Supreme
Court Library, we are
pleased to be able to
share with our readers
an informal, behind
the scenes look at this
newest of law
libraries.
Our thanks go to
Christine Younger for
taking time out of her
hectic schedule to
share this with us.

The opening of the new Supreme Court in October 2009 was a major constitutional
and legal landmark. The Supreme Court replaces the Appellate Committee of the
House of Lords as the highest court in the land. The principle reason behind this is to
visibly and explicitly separate the judiciary from the legislature. A special building has
been provided for the court and the twelve ‘Law Lords’ have been given the new title
of ‘Justices of the Supreme Court’. New Justices will not necessarily be peers.
Quite early on it was clear that the court would need a library and therefore the
Department for Constitutional Affairs’ (DCA) Library & Information Services was
immediately involved in discussions about the proposed library. The building chosen as
the home of the new Supreme Court was the former Middlesex Guildhall, an
Edwardian building standing opposite the Houses of Parliament. Gratifyingly, the Law
Lords gave great importance to the library and wanted it to be at the heart of the
new Supreme Court, both metaphorically and literally: thus the centre of Middlesex
Guildhall was hollowed out to accommodate the library. The result is a triple-height

Photographs by Tim Imrie

space revealing a magnificent domed ceiling with intricate carvings. Around the upper
walls are stained glass windows and oil paintings of people connected with Middlesex,
one of which is by Gainsborough. Beneath this beautiful canopy is the library.
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Featured Library

- Continued

In designing the library the architects and designers had the difficult task of designing a
space which took into account, and indeed celebrated, the beauty of the building while
at the same creating a properly functioning library. The result is a circular library, on
two levels: the upper level is a circular balcony with book shelves around the walls and
around the balcony from which one can look down onto the lower level of the
library; in the lower level there are three circles of shelving: outer, middle, and inner,
with an open space in the centre where there is a large table and chairs. Additionally,
there’s a small reading room next to the upper library containing reference
books. Throughout the library the shelving is walnut, with the original court panelling
left behind the shelving and occasionally glimpsed between the books. To meet the
requirement for 1500 metres of shelving in a relatively small space much of the
shelving is quite high and half of it is double-width. (The library’s furniture and fittings
were designed by Luke Hughes & Co.). Engraved around the balcony are quotations
on law and justice chosen by the Justices, while the ceremonial glass doors into the
library are etched with the text of the Magna Carta. The atmosphere is dignified,
elegant, and tranquil - though prevented from being too sombre by the snazzy red
carpet designed by Sir Peter Blake (of Sgt Pepper album cover fame) which depicts the
four flowers of the four countries of the United Kingdom.

People remark on how little seating or study space there is in the library. There are
various reasons for this: the hollowed out design of the library means that only the
central area in the lower library and the reading room have space for tables; the
library is essentially a ‘workplace’ library with the Justices having their offices in the
building and thus not necessarily needing to use the library as a study area; the
number of library users is small: 12 Justices and their Judicial Assistants, with
occasional use by court staff; while the nature of judicial work means that there is
often a need to look up a particular point of law and for this books can be rested on
the sloping shelf around the balcony. Likewise, there are no PCs in the library because
the Justices have PCs in their rooms from which they can access the catalogue and
online subscription databases. The library staff don’t sit in the library itself, but in a
room next to the lower library, itself a stunning space, perhaps the tallest office in the
country (?!), walls clad in shiny white tiles and topped by a glass roof.
I was appointed as Librarian in July. At the time the building was still being finished and
not in use. The library shelves were empty, but they had to be filled and the library
service to be up-and-running in time for the arrival of the Justices in midSeptember. In July my most pressing task was to work out a shelf plan. In August, to
manage the shelving of some 750 crates of books. At the same time to start work on
organising subscriptions, the catalogue, the budget, databases, and document delivery
services.
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Featured Library

- Continued

The library’s stock came from three different sources: the Law Lords collection at the
House of Lords, the Royal Courts of Justice Library, and the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council. My main concerns were: that the stock should fit in (!), that the layout
should be easy to understand, and that it should allow for 5-10 years of expansion.
In essence, the library is in two main sequences: a textbook collection and an A-Z serials
sequence. (Although legislation, Commonwealth law reports, and the reference
collection are shelved separately). To allow for expansion I left an appropriate amount of
space between each set of law reports/journals, and also did not use the double-width
shelves or the topmost shelves so as to keep them in reserve for future expansion, (and
to avoid the inconvenience of actually using them, for the time being at least).
As far as the library’s stock is concerned, it’s that of a normal working law library.
The textbook collection comprises some 1,300 volumes and is classified by Dewey
(inherited from the House of Lords Library). It soon became apparent that Dewey is
not really suitable for a specialist law library so we are going to re-classify the book
collection to Moys over the next few months. The library is 90% law reports, journals,
and legislation. There are over 100 subscriptions, most of which have been transferred
to us, a few started from scratch, running over different periods, supplied by various
suppliers - needless to say, a large part of the work involves sorting out
subscriptions. Electronic resources are very important. The Justices, their Judicial
Assistants, and the library staff, have desktop access to the major online databases:
Westlaw, Lexis Library, Justis, Jordans, Lawtel, etc., and we get involved in setting up
access and in providing guidance on content and searching.
The library management system is ‘Liberty’ by Softlink, chosen a year or so ago.
The catalogue was ‘empty’ so during the summer we arranged for the catalogue
records of the Law Lords collection to be migrated from the House of Lords Library
catalogue to our catalogue. We are checking in serials manually until we can set up
serials records on the system, another project for 2010. We’re not currently using the
circulation/loans module as we haven’t had time to do the necessary barcoding, etc.,
and, due to the small number of library users, the fact that they ‘live’ in the building,
and a book card system which is working well, it is not a priority.
The library is staffed by a two professional librarians: a Librarian and an Assistant
Librarian. For several years I was the Librarian of the Ministry of Justice Library, and
before that, Deputy Librarian at the Royal Courts of Justice.
The Supreme Court is open to the public. People can see all three courtrooms; watch
proceedings live on screens; look round the exhibition area; buy some souvenirs; and
have a snack in the cafe. An all-round experience! The library itself is closed to the
public because it’s a working library for the Justices and court staff, but we are happy
to show law librarians round from time to time.
Christine Younger
Librarian, Supreme Court of the United Kingdom
Christine.younger@supremecourt.gsi.gov.uk
Website: www.supremecourt.gov.uk
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Jules Winterton will
be familiar to many of
you through his work
over the years with
BIALL and as
president of IALL, and
as librarian and
associate director of
the Institute of
Advanced Legal
Studies.
Here, he shares with
us a typical working
day, ranging from book
editing to strategic
planning to promoting
legal education in
Ghana! Phew!!

Today there is snow and disruption but it takes a lot to make the route from Crouch
End into Bloomsbury impassable! However, the gate from the apartment block onto
the street is iced shut which nearly calls a halt after twenty-five yards. When a
neighbour suggests pouring a kettle of boiling water over the (electronic) lock, I know
it could be one of those days.
My office overlooks Russell Square which is quite beautiful at all times of the year and
looks spectacular right now with snow outlining the branches of all the massive plane
trees. The view back from Russell Square to my office may not be quite so beautiful, at
least for some people, because the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS) is
housed in a Denys Lasdun building designed in the early 1970s. It exhibits the same
massive concrete brutalism as his National Theatre buildings although without the
recent refurbishment carried out at the South Bank. The fact that the building is listed
as grade 2* may or may not be a consolation but it certainly makes all the work in
maintaining and improving it, not to mention long-cherished plans to extend it,
considerably more challenging. I have got to know some very nice architects over the
past ten years. The University has yet to obtain permission from Camden Council for
a decent sign outside the building telling people what is in it.
My job as Associate Director of the Institute and its Librarian splits about fifty-fifty
between the two roles which often overlap considerably and provide huge scope and
variety. The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies is one of a group of specialist research
institutes which form the School of Advanced Study, University of London. Although
attached to the University, IALS has always been a national institution and is funded
nationally as one of very few national academic facilities for law. It is active in research,
publication, has a cadre of doctoral students and a portfolio of niche master’s degree
programmes, it arranges public lectures, seminars and workshops bringing together
academics and practitioners, attracting overseas scholars for visits, sabbaticals and
fellowships, and is the meeting place for many of the key organisations in academic law
and legal research more generally (including BIALL of course) and the London home
for several related organisations.
The job means I get to meet people from all over the world involved in every part of
their legal systems and make many friends. Today Professor Stephen Offei calls on me.
He is back in the UK briefly before returning to Kumasi, Ghana, where he has
established the Ghana Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (GIALS) at the Faculty of
Law of the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology of which he is
Dean. I was there last September to give a lecture and speak at the launch of GIALS
as a sister Institute to IALS. The Institute is arranging another large shipment of books
to the new Ghana Institute and we confirm logistics. We also plan the visit of their
Law Librarian for a short training programme at IALS. I learn more about reform of
legal education in Ghana and the possibility that the professional Ghana Law School,
now on one site in Accra, may open an additional campus in Kumasi and may review
the syllabus.
By coincidence we are in the process of organising a two-week visit by the Librarian
and Deputy Librarian of the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, the first
Institute which IALS helped to establish, seconding the former IALS Librarian Muriel
Anderson for six months. There is also a letter from the Chilean Library of Congress
confirming arrangements for a brief placement by their Law Librarian. I wonder who
might next take up the Visiting Fellowship in Law Librarianship which has attracted
such eminent overseas law librarians over the past ten years or more; I should draft
another notice for the various email lists.
IALS offers its research facilitation services, primarily library services of course, to an
almost limitless readership of academic staff and postgraduate research students from
any university worldwide. Increasingly universities offering LLM programmes make
special arrangements with IALS for its library services to those programmes and their
students join over 1,600 other such students from LLM programmes of the University
of London colleges. Premium information services are offered to practitioners and
others on a fee-paying basis, including the uncannily fast electronic document delivery
service, = http://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/iservice/iservice.htm! I am often in discussion
with groups ranging from Japanese judges to US law school London programmes
tailoring packages of access, library services and training.
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Day in the Life

- continued

As I sit in my office, I know that the superbly helpful library staff with their huge
experience of legal information are coping with 400-500 diverse and demanding
readers who will enter the library today. We admit about 6,000 readers each year.
Last year, for example, there were postgraduate students originating from 113
countries (for example 38 from Brazil, 114 from China, 4 from Iceland, 101 from Italy,
29 from Japan, 100 from Nigeria, 28 from Russia, 55 from Turkey, 5 from Uganda, …).
I discuss the date of the next meeting of FLARE, the consortium of academic and
national libraries with major holdings of foreign, comparative and international legal
materials: the Bodleian Law Library in Oxford, the British Library, IALS, the Squire Law
Library Cambridge, and the School of Oriental and African Studies, our next-door
neighbour. These were the partners in a major project to document holdings of
foreign law in the UK whose results form the FLAG database at =
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/flag/flag.htm and who have more recently launched the
FLARE Index to Treaties = http://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/flag/introtreaties.htm. The IALS
Library is de facto the national law library and has a bilateral agreement with the
British Library reinforcing its major national role in foreign, comparative and
international law. However, it has also always been a centre of collaboration, producing
union lists and discussing coverage, access and preservation on a national basis and
more recently creating and hosting national online services.
Joe Ury, Executive Director of the British and Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILII)
= http://www.bailii.org/, brings two cheques for me to sign as a Trustee and we get
the chance for a quick chat about the feed of judgments from the new Supreme
Court. BAILII is very important to IALS because it enables the Institute to provide a
home and contribute towards a national and international information service which is
free to all. It has more than justified the promise at its launch at the ‘Free the Law’
events about ten years ago. Of course it is only able to do that because of the
charitable donations which come from the profession and from a variety of individuals
and institutions….
I have a letter thanking me for my participation in the Joint Collaboration Committee
of the Inner Temple and Middle Temple which discussed the future strategy of the Inns
for their library services. That type of examination of the changes affecting library
services and options and strategies for the future is one we all face but is a particular
responsibility when a library is of national significance. It proved to be a tense but
interesting and instructive process. As Librarian of IALS, I am asked to comment or act
as consultant during a process of change or new appointment and it never fails to be a
process of learning for me.
My role as Convenor of the Libraries Sub-Committee of the Society of Legal Scholars
has given me the opportunity to be involved in the compilation of the Statement of
Standards for University Law Library Provision in the UK. I probably did rather less
work than I should have done on the recent revision, =
http://www.legalscholars.ac.uk/documents/SLS-Library-for-a-Modern-Law-SchoolStatement-2009.pdf and certainly far less than Dr Peter Clinch, principal researcher
over many years. However, the Statement does generate enquiries directed to me, for
example in relation to distance learning programmes and library provision or from
other countries which have yet to design such standards.
As President of the International Association of Law Libraries (IALL) I am busy
reviewing documents for the IALL website from the organisers of the next IALL
conference = http://iall.org/iall2010/ which takes place from 6th to 9th September
2010 based mainly at the Peace Palace in The Hague, home of the International Court
of Justice and the Hague Academy of International Law. At the same time I am helping
to finalise the accounts of the 2009 conference held in Istanbul. There is also
correspondence with the international Nominations Committee which will propose
candidates for a new Board to take over in The Hague. I will then step down with a
sigh of relief and leave the anxiety of planning and presiding over a complex
international conference each year to my successor.
I am currently editing, with a colleague – Dick Danner, Director of Duke Law School
Library, a book entitled the IALL International Handbook of Legal Information Management
to be published by Ashgate late in 2010. It is a sort of follow up to the BIALL
Handbook. As the Editor of that volume will recall in dealing with me, it involves a lot
of chasing. We have about twenty authors spread all over the world although we do
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Day in the Life

- continued

have half the chapters already. Not mine though! I dare not admit to myself that I am
really late in starting or I would have to get really annoyed with myself.
I get an email from a legal historian who is about to embark on a history of the
English law school and needs access to the archives of legal education held at IALS.
I arrange a meeting with our Archivist and look out a spare copy of an early Handbook
of the Legal Curricula pursued at the various centres of public legal education in England and
Wales (no date!) issued by the Society of Public Teachers of Law. It extends to 24
pages; eight universities are mentioned plus the Council of Legal Education, the Law
Society and various Boards of Legal Studies. I resist the temptation to investigate
further.
Reading this I realise that almost all that I have described is relevant and worthwhile
and perhaps of some impact on provision for legal research but almost none of my
description includes the things for which the University probably thinks it pays me.
I should therefore add that much of the above occurs in the interstices between the
real duties: budgets, financial forecasts and revised estimates, financial monitoring,
monthly accruals, helping make the new finance system work, authorising major
transactions, reviewing coding structures, complaining about the new finance system
not working, costing new projects, bidding for funds, project management, justifying
existing funds, explaining why existing funds are not enough, planning cost reductions,
writing strategic plans, business plans, operational plans, marketing plans, space
management plans, collection development and management strategies, building
management, leases and licences, discussing performance indicators and measures and
benchmarks, resource allocation models, programme design, quality assurance and
quality assessment, recruitment, systems of appraisal, professional development and
training, risk assessment, programmes of convergence, branding and differentiation,
unlikely alliances and close partnerships, the progress of commoditisation, the pursuit
of excellence, …. Hmm, as usual I seem to have run out of time!
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On the spot
We on the publications committee felt that our Chair,
Sarah, law librarian at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, has been getting away with it for too long! So we
strapped her down, shone the light in her eyes, and
demanded answers to the following...

Q If you weren't a librarian,
what would you be?

Since the age of 13 I always wanted to be a Solicitor. It’s quite sad I know, but I
couldn’t see myself as anything other than a lawyer. However, I saw the light during my
LLB and decided I was much more suited to being a Librarian and joined our happy
ranks a few years later. I think I made the right choice.

Q What annoys you most
in your career?

Despite choosing to work in an academic environment I will have to say it’s the
students. They generally never listen to me and they never realise how important legal
research skills are until they have an essay due and then I'm the most important
person in the world!

Q How do you spend your
time away from your
organisation?

I’m a glutton for punishment so I’m a member of an amateur dramatic society.
I haven’t actually tread the boards yet as I prefer to work behind the scenes doing
props, but I do join their choir for various events. I’m also lucky to live in a lovely little
village north of Watford where I get to walk along the canal and have a pint in my
local pub next to a roaring fire!

Q What is the one thing
you couldn't live without at
work?

My morning tea break where I get to moan with my colleagues about everything and
anything work related! It helps to clear the air and makes me feel much better
afterwards. Without it I’d be a very grumpy colleague to work with!

Q Which famous person
would you most like to
present you with the
BIALL Law Librarian of the
Year Award?

Johnny Depp - for obvious reasons!

Q What’s your favourite
legal drama series or
movie?

At the moment I'm enjoying Law and Order UK being back on our screens, but who
could ever forget Tom Cruise ("I want the truth") and Jack Nicholson ("you can't
handle the truth") in A Few Good Men - classic!

Q What are your favourite
three songs?

This regularly changes as I love all types of music from the 60s to heavy metal to pop.
However, I would say the most played ones on my ipod this month are:
Baba O’Reilly - The Who
Don’t Stop Believin’ - Journey
Sweet Disposition - The Temper Trap

Q Do you have any
phobias?

Yes, spiders - which isn’t good when I live in a very old cottage and spiders lurk in
every corner. I cannot bring myself to get near them to remove them so I have a
number of resident ones that I’ve named Boris and Doris!

Q If you were a cake what
would you be?

I’m more of a biscuit person so would have to say Jaffa cakes! ...Jaffa cakes! Hang
on...they're not biscuits are they?

Q Have you ever been
attacked by an animal?

Thankfully no, although an elephant once spat an apple at me when I was about 6 does that count?
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STOP PRESS!
2010 JSI announced
The 2010 Joint Study Institute
is being hosted by CALL/ACBD.
For those of you who are wondering what a JSI is, the Joint Study Institutes are hosted
in turn, every other year by BIALL, AALL (American Association of Law Libraries),
CALL/ACBD (Canadian Association of Law Libraries/Association Canadienne des
Bibliotheques de Droit) and ALLA (Australian Law Librarians’ Association) in
conjunction with NZLLA (New Zealand Law Librarians’ Association).
The JSIs have an international theme and were set up to encourage learning and
networking at an international level.
The gatherings are much smaller than the national conferences and therefore people
have the opportunity to meet most of the other delegates attending.
BIALL has successfully hosted two in the past - one in Cambridge in 1998 and the
other in Oxford in 2006.
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‘Diversity, Culture and Contrasts: Canada’s Legal Kaleidoscope‘
will take place from 20 - 23 June 2010 in Montreal, Quebec
Coverage will include aspects of Canada’s legal system with speakers on constitutional,
common, civil and aboriginal legal traditions as well as a study of the parliamentary
system in the Canadian context - along with a healthy mix of social events!
Look out for more information on this conference and sponsorship opportunities.
If you would like to know more about JSIs, please contact Loyita Worley at
lworley@reedsmith.com

January

February

26 & 27 Knowledge Management for the European legal profession.
Ark Group, Amsterdam.
27
Dewey: a beginners’ guide. CILIP, London.
27
Influencing the design of new library buildings. CILIP, London.
28
Copyright in the Web 2.0 environment. CILIP, London.
2
2
3
3
9
10
10
11
16
16 & 17
18
23
24
24
25
25
25

Supporting the research student. CILIP, London.
Influencing stakeholders – communication is not optional. TFPL, London.
Assertiveness for frontline staff. CILIP, London.
Twitter for librarians. CILIP, London.
Stakeholder management in specialist libraries. CILIP, London.
Writing for the web. CILIP, London.
Introduction to copyright. TFPL, London.
Managing e-resources. CILIP, London.
Contract negotiation for information professionals. TFPL, London.
Managing your law firm library and information service through challenging
times. Ark Group, London.
Teaching legal research skills. CILIP, London.
Managing the library budget. CILIP, London.
Repackaging your research: adding value to your answers. CILIP, London.
Communication and influencing skills for information providers.
TFPL, London.
Supervisory skills. CILIP, London.
Using multimedia to promote your service. CILIP, London.
An introduction to information architecture. TFPL, London.
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Forthcoming Events
March

- continued

2
2

Handling enquiries: the basics. CILIP, London.
Introduction to knowledge management: a foundation programme.
TFPL, London.
3
Copyright for beginners. CILIP, London.
4
Going beyond Google. CILIP, London.
4
Key skills in project management for information professionals. TFPL, London.
9
Abstracting with confidence. CILIP, London.
9
Knowledge harvesting - capturing and transferring knowledge from those
who have it, to those who need it. TFPL, London.
11
Improving your website: a practical guide. CILIP, London.
16
Devising a desk research strategy. CILIP, London.
17
Institutional repositories and metadata. CILIP, London.
17
Managing teams at a distance. CILIP, London.
17
Designing, planning and facilitating workshops. TFPL, London.
18
Using blogs, wikis and RSS feeds CILIP, London.
18
Introduction to records management. TFPL, London.
23
Designing and delivering effective training. CILIP, London.
23
Understanding data protection. TFPL, London.
24
Web 2.0 tools for facilitating knowledge management. TFPL, London.
25
Beyond disaster management: introduction to service continuity planning.
CILIP, London.
25
Introduction to SharePoint. TFPL, London.
29, 30 & 31
Librarians’ information literacy annual conference. CILIP, Limerick.
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